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The  pious  Chriftian 

devoted  to  Christ   living  and  dying, 
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ROM.  XIV.  8. 

For  whether  we  live,  we  live  to  the  LORD  ; 
and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  LORD* 
whether  we  live  therefore  or  die,  we  arf 
the  LORD'S. 

m-^'9  HAT  amiable  perfpn  and  pious  chriftian, 
ik  T  i&  wh°re  death  divine."  providence  now  calls  us 
^  f  to  lament,  in  a  near  view  of  her  lad  change 
®:^@  expreffed  her  defire  that  a  fermon  might  be 
preach'd  upon  this  mournful  occaiion,  by  me  whom  ihe 
was  pleafed  to  honor  with  her  friendftiip  and  efteem. 
A  juft  and  facred  regard  to  her  memory,  as  well  as  a 
chriftian,  fympathetic  affeaion  to  the  bereaved  mourner^ 
whofe  requeft  I  cannot  deny,  unitedly  conftrain  me, 
notwithftanding  my  own  unworthinefs,  of  which  I  am 
deeply  fenfible,  thus  publickly  to  appear  upon  this 
affefling  folemnity.  When  the  fad  tidings  of  her 
departure  firft  reached  my  ears,  thefe  words  of  my 
text  fuddenly  occurred  to  my  mind,  as  remarkably 
adapted,  which  (he  fo  well  exemplified  in  a  holy  life, 
a  pious  and  joyful  death.  She  appeared  to  live  Wths 
Lord,  and  eminently  to  die  to  him,  with  hopes  full 

of  immortality, 
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That  we  may  the  better  underftand  the  fcope 
2nd  defign  of  the  Apoftle  in  thefe  words,  "  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  obferve  that  warm  debates  at  that  time  arofe 
between  the  Jewiflt  and  Gentile  converts,  about  the 
difference  of  meats  and  days  eftablifhed  by  the  Mofaic 
law :  And  fo  {harp  was  the  contention,  that  they 
were  mutually  difpofed  to  exclude  each  other  from 
chriflian  communion."  The  Gentile  chriflian  very 
juflly,  tho*  too  warmly,  infilled  that  the  ceremonial 
jaw  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  all  wholfome 
meats  might  lawfully  be  eat,  however  forbidden  urjder 
a  former  difpenfation  :— -The  Judaizing  chriflian  as 
ftrenuoufly  maintained  the  contrary. 

Th  e  great  Apoftle  wifely  and  kindly  interpofes 
as  in  the*  former  part  of  rhis  chapter,  "  Him  that  is 
weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye,  but  not  to  doubtful  dif- 
putations.  For  one  believsrh  that  he  may  eat  all 
things :  another  who  is  weak,  eateth  herbs.  Let  not 
him  that  eateth  defpife  him  that  eateth  not :  and  let 
not  him  that  eateth  not  judge  him  that  eateth  :  for 
God  hath  received  him."  This  exemplary  faint  ex- 
preffes  his  charitable  opinion  of  both  parties,  as  agree- 
ing in  the  great  effentials,  the  leading  and  material 
points,  tho'  they  differed  in  the  circumftantials  of 
chriivianity. 

He  fpeaks  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  to  their  diffe- 
rence in  fentiment  concerning  their  feftival  days. 
Though  their  opinions  unhappily  jarrd  in  thefe  fmai- 
kr  matters,  they  might  neverthelefs  flri&Iy  agree,  and 
fweetly  harmonize  in  matters  of  infinitely  higher  im- 
portance. On  either  fide  of  the  queftion,  they  might 
have  a  truly  pious  aim,  and  fincere  view  to  God's  glory. 
"Whether  they  chofe  to  eat  of  thofe  meats  at  their 
feafts  which  the  ceremonial  law  once  prohibited,  they 

might 
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might  cat  to  the  Lord,  in  the  exercife  of  true  faith 
in  him,  and  fupreme  love  to  him : — or  if  they  chofe 
to  forbear,  they  might  exercife  the  fame  divine  prin- 
ciples, charaderiftic  of  true  chriftians.  The  honor  of 
Chrift  might  be  the  fincere  aim  and  fcope  of  both 
parties :  his  glory  might  have  the  afcendant  in  their 
views,  and  a  ruling  influence  in  their  hearts,  living 
and  dying,  as  in  our  text,  "  Whether  we  live,  we 
live  to  the  Lord  :  or  whether  we  die,  we  die  to 
the  Lord  :  whether  we  live  therefore,  or  die,  we  are 
the  Lord's."* 

By  the  Lord  here  we  may  uriderftand  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Lord  of  glory,  "  who  died  and  rofe  again,  that  he 
might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living,"  as  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  verfe  immediately  following  our  text. 
By  this  illuftrious  title  is  our  blefted  Savior  ufually 
denominated  in  the  new  teftament :  and  it  imports  his 
univerfal  dominion,  being  "  head  over  all  things  to 
the  church."  However,  this  does  not  exclude  the 
other  perfons  of  the  facred  Trinity,  as  they  are  but 
one  in  the  effential  perfections  of  the  divine  nature. 
The  words  evidently  contain  this 

Doctrine, 

*  Thefe  catholic  fentiments  of  this  mod  eminent  Apoftle  of 
Chrift,  as  well  as  infpired  penman  of  fcripture,  rightly  viewed, 
would  be  enough  forever  to  prevent  all  cenforioufnefs  in  the 
minds  of  Chriftians  towards  their  brethren  of  different  de- 
nominations, while  they  agree  in  the  grand,  effential,  diftin- 
guifhing  points  of  true  religion.  However,  none  I  hope 
will  unhappily  miftake  me  fo  far,  as  once  to  imagine,  that  I 
abfurdly  fuppofe,  either  that  this  pafFage,  or  any  other,  gives 
cs  the  leaft  intimation,  that  we  are  to  embrace  thofe  in 
chriftian  communion  who  boldly  ftrike  at  the  main  pillars 
of  our  holy  religion  ;  and  implicitly  threaten,  as  far  as  their 
influence  extends,  a  diffoiution  of  the  chriftian  fcheme. 
In  fuch  a  cafe  we  muft  necelfarily,  either  contend  earneftly 
for  the  truth,  or  forfeit  our  charter,  as  friends  and  fol- 
lowers of  Chrift. 
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Doctrine,  That  fuch  is  the  piety  and  felicity  of 
feme  perfons,  that  whether  they  live,  they  live  to 
the  Lord  :  or  whether  they  die,  they  die  to  the 
Lord  :  and  whether  they  live  or  die,  they  are  his. 

Foe.  iiluftration,  I  mall  endeavor  to  fliew,  i.  That 
fuch  is  the  piety  and  felicity  of  fome  perfons,  as  that 
they  live  to  the  Lord  jefus,  while  they  live.  2.  When 
they  die,  they  die  to  him.  3.  Whether  they  live  or 
£k,  chey  are  his. 

I.  That  fuch  is  fhe  piety  and  felicity  of  fome 
perfons,  as  that  they  live  to  the  Lord  Jefus  while 
they  live, 

?Tis  their  piety  as  well  as  felicity.  All  the  true 
holinefs  or  moral  excellency  of  the  chriftian  life  is  re- 
ducible to  this.  A  fupreme  regard  to  our  divine  re- 
deemer,— his  honor,  his  commands  and  directions,  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  father,  duly  exercifed  in  the 
heart,  and  animating  every  branch  of  t,he  external  con- 
duct, is  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  all  that  are  dignified 
with  the  chriftian  name.  Whether  they  eat  or  drink, 
or  whatever  they  do,  they  are  obliged,  by  the  laws  cf 
our  holy  religion,  to  do  all  to  his  glory.  And  fuch  a 
regard  in  the  heart  ever  exercifed  with  proper  vigor, 
and  fuitably  exprefs'd  and  exhibited  in  all  parts  of  our 
moral  behavior  feeras  to  be  the  fum  of  cur  duty.  Nor 
can  we  be  the  true  friends  of  Chrift,  unlefs  we  are  fin= 
cerely  difpofsd  to  do  whatfoever  he  commands  us. 

And  thus  to  live  to  the  Lord,  implies  felicity 
as  well  as  piety.  It  includes  the  rectitude  of  the 
heart,  and  the  exercife  of  every  divine  principle  in  the 
pious  mind :  which  neceffarily  implies  felicity.  A 
fupreme  love  to  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  Image  of  the  in- 
?&ble  God^—s  divine  faith,   a  full  complacence  in 

him. 
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him,  a  firm  reliance  upon  him  ;  a  chearful  fubmiffion 
to  him ;  a  refined  and  fublime  delight  in  him  ;  while 
gladdening  hope,  with  longing  eyes,  furveys  the 
brighter  regions  of  immortality  : — That  fuch  exercifes 
of  the  divine  life  neceflarify  carry  in  them  the  idea  of 
felicity,  is  too  felf-evident  even  to  admit  of  controverfy, 
Thus  to  live,  oh  !  how  defirable ! 

But  is  the  divine  life  ever  in  due  exercife  I  Alas  i 
never,  during  this  imperfect  ftate.  There  is  a  body 
of  fin  and  death  which  the  true  believer  carries  about 
with  him,  through  every  ftep  of  his  pilgrimage,  and 
through  every  engagement  in  his  militant  flate,  till 
he  conquers  the  laft  enemy.  Remainders  of  fin  fadly 
check  the  exercifes  of  holinefs  in  the  real  chriftian ; 
imbitter  his  joys,  and  cloud  his  brighter  profpecls 
beyond  the  grave. 

Nevertheless,  every  perfon  of  true  piety  has 
a  principle  of  divine  life  in  him,  which  he  received  at 
regeneration,  whereby  he  lives  to  Chrift  in  a  degree  : 
yea,  habitually  he  prefers  his  Lord  to  all  the  objects 
of  time ;  has  joy  and  peace  in  believing ;  and  at  certain 
feafons,  forne  have  had  the  peace  of  God  that  pafleth 
all  under  (landing, — joys  u'nfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
Such  exercifes  of  vital  piety  make  an  effential  difFe* 
rence  between  every  true  believer  and  the  man  of  the 
earth:  neither  can  fuch  a  ftranger  intermeddle  with 
his  joy.  Ail  true  faints,  tho'  once  dead  in  trefpaiTes 
and  fins,- are  quickened  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  favecl 
by  his  grace.  They  are  partakers  of  the  divine  na- 
ture.^) Chrift  lives  in  them,  and  the  life  which  they, 
live  in  the  flefti,  they  live  by  the  faith  of  the  fon  of 
God.  They  walk  in  newnefs  of  life.  (5)  and  their 
converfation  is  in  heaven.  They  are  living  branches., 
B  comma-ally 
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continually  deriving  new  life  from  the  myftical  v\nt.(c) 
They  are  the  members  of  Chrift,  and  by  a  vital  union 
partake  of  his  life. 

But  to  rake  a  more  critical  view  of  the  dilciple  of 
Chrift,  as  living  to  him  while  he  lives,  I  would  de« 
fcend  to  a  few  particulars. 

First.  The  true  believer  lives  to  Chrift,  while 
he  lives,  as  he  lives  by  thofe  divine  principles,  which 
in  their  exercife  tend  to  Ghrift  as  their  object. 

As  thefe  graces  originate  from  Chrift  as  thdr  fource. 
fo  they  naturally  terminate  in  him  as  their  end.  He 
is  both  their  author  and  object. 

Divine  faith,  in  its  exercife,  regards  Chrift  as  it's 
object  as  well  as  author.  Thus  the  devout  follower 
of  Chrift  readily  receives  his  teftimony,  in  a  firm  re* 
liance  upon  his  infallible  veracity,  and  a  grateful  re- 
ception of  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation.  He  cordially 
receives  him,  according  to  his  gracious  offer  in  the 
gofpel  :  freely  repofes  a  full  dependance  upon  him  as 
an  alfufficient  favior.  From  a  clear  conviction,  renoun- 
cing all  confidence  in  himfelf,  with  humble  truft,  he 
entirely  relies  upon  the  complete  righteoumefs  of  his 
divine  Redeemer,  for  justification  before  God.  He 
rejoices  in  him,  in  whom  he  believes,  and  has  no  con- 
fidence in  the  flefh.  Deeply  fenfible  of  his  own  empti- 
nefs,  he  Ends,  through  the  courfe  of  his  life,  a  free 
accefs  to  Chrift,  "  of  whofe  fulnefs  he  receives,  even 
grace  for  grace.'7 

A  spiritual  knowledge  leads  the  devout  mind  to 
Chrift  in  pious  contemplation.  No  object  in  heaven 
or  earth  better  pleafes,  or  more  invites,  the  eontempla- 

lite 
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cive  view  of  the  devoted  chriflian,  than  He  who  is 
fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  the  chiefeit  of  ten 
thonfand,  and  altogether  lovely  ;  the  brightnefs  (or 
effulgence)  of  the  father's  glory,  and  exprefs  image  or 
his  perfon.  In  the  exereifes  of  this  divine  knowledge 
he  experimentally  feels  a  fpirimai  life,  holinefs  and 
happinefs.  dirTufed  through  his  foul,  and  elevating  his 
heart  to  Chriil.  He  can  teflify,  that  "  this  is  life 
eternal  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrifl 
whom  he  hath  fent."  God  and  Chriil  here  need  not 
be  confidei  ed  as  two  feparate  objects  of  knowledge,  for 
the  knowledge  of  God  is  compleatly  implied  in  the 
knowledge  of  Jefus  Chriil,  who  is  the  perfect  image 
of  the  invifible  God.  The  great  enlightner  of  the 
human  mind  gives  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefos  Chriil.  *  He  there- 
fore that  hath  feen  the  fon,  hath  feen  the  father  alfo." 
Thefe  contemplative  views  of  Chriil  conftrain  his  dif- 
ciples  to  live  to  him.     They  inkindle,  or  rather  imply 

Divine  love,  which  elevates  the  chriiliaivs  heart 
to  the  fupr erne  object  of  his  love,  and  unites  it  to  the 
intereils  of  his  kingdom,  For  'tis  impoffibJe  that  a 
fervant  of  Chriil  mould  behold  the  glories  or  his  Lord 
and  not  love  him,  and  be  changed  into  the  fame  image 
wirh  the  beloved  object.  The  very  fight  of  the  ami- 
ablenefs  or  glory  of  a  perfen,  implies  that  the  glorious 
object  is  delectable  or  pleafmg  to  the  beholders  heart. 

Even  in  this  imperfect  ftate,  the  true  chriiiian 
loves  Chriil  more  than  father  and  mother,  wife  and 
children,  houfes  and  lands,  (Mat.  x.  37.)  Though  he 
has  never  feen  Chrifl  with  the  bodily  eye,  yet  he  loves 
him  far  more  than  all  the  objects  that  ever  his  eyes 
have  feen.  At  times,  pious  eflufions,  fuch  as  thefe, 
burft  from  his  heart,  "  Whom,  O  Lord,  have  I  in  hea- 
ven but  thee!  and  there  is  nothing  on  earth  that    I 
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defire  hefides  thee."(J)  "  Thoa  art  the  ftrength  or 
my  heart,  and  portion  forever."  "  How  great  is  his 
goodnefs !  how  great  is  his  beauty  !" 

From  divine  light  and  love  arifes  spiritual  joy, 
of  which  Chrift  is  the  objed  and  author.  The  chrif- 
tian  rejoices  in  the  Lord,  and  joys  in  the  God  of  his 
faivation.(^)  By  light,  love  and  joy,  we  are  knit  to 
him,  and  {wallowed  up  in  him ;  and  proclaim  him  to 
J>e  "  all  in  all." 

I  might  give  another  inftance  in  the  grace  of 
gratitude.  This  is  a  pious  exercife'of  heart  to 
ourfaprei--  benefactor^  fur  the  fmiles  of  his  provi- 
dence and  the  bleffings  of  his  goodnefs.  The  chriftian, 
fo  far  £S  he  acts  in  character,  eyes  God  in  all  his  mer- 
cies, and  gratefuily  acknowledges  his  fair-moving  good- 
nefs. He  traces  the  ftreams  to  their  fountain,  and  in 
the  welcome  gift  he  fees  the  glory  of  the  giver.  Is 
he  furrounded  with  dangers  ?  he  cries  our,  "  The  Lord 
is  ray  hiding  place."  Or  is  he  preferved  in  the  midft 
of  them  ?  he  fays,  "  Thou,  O  Lord,  had  preferved 
my  foul  from  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my 
feet  from  falling."  Is  he  kept  from  ficknefs  P  "  God," 
fays  he,  "  is  the  health  of  my  countenance."  Is  he 
profperous  in  bufmefs  I  "  9Tis  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord," 
faith' he,  "thatmaketh  rich" — Hernakech  the  work  of 
iny  hands  to  profper — "  The  Lord  is  my  fhepherd"— 
u  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  paitures"— he 
maketh  my  cup  to  run  over.  In  a  word,  as  he  receives 
all  from  God,  fo  he  picufly  acknowledges  God  in  all. 

He  devoutly  fubmits  to  his  fupreme  Lord,  as  one 
who  without  poffibility  of  error,  orders  all  things  to 
excellent  and  glorious  purpofes,  becoming  his  con- 
fummate  wifdom,  infallible  rectitude,  and  unbounded 
goodnefs. 

Wh  i  L  E 
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While  the  man  of  the  earth  is  actuated  by  con- 
iracted  principles,  and  felfifli  motives,  ultimately  pur- 
fuing  earthly  ends,  the  honors,  profits  and  pleafures  of 
this  world  :  the  true  chriftian  born  from  above,  and 
animated  by  fpiritual  inducements,  aims  at  the  higheft 
and  nobleft  ends. 

His  graces  which  came  from  Chrift  as  their  author, 
in  their  exercife  tend  to  him  as  their  object  and  end. 
"  Something  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift  is  received  and 
returned.  The  refulgence  fhines  from  the  fun  of 
righreoufnefs  upon,  and  into  the  creature,  and  is  re- 
flected back  to  the  divine  luminary.  The  beams  of 
grace  come  from  Chrift,  they  are  fome:hing  of  Chrift, 
and  are  refunded  back  to  their  original." 

When  true  piety  defcends  from  heaven  into  the 
heart  of  man,  all  the  powers  of  the  mind  receive  a  new 
turn  and  divine  direction  towards  heaven.  Contem- 
plation takes  pleafmg  and  bright  furveys  of  the  glories 
of  God  in  the  face  of  the  redeemer:  Faith  leans  upon 
the  rock  of  ages,  relying  upon  the  truth,  fulnefs  and 
alfufliciency  of  Chrift  :  Divine  love  reigns  in  the  heart, 
purities  and  expands  it,  and  elevates  it  above  this  fub- 
lunary  world :  gentie  meeknefs  enjoys  a  humble  de- 
light :  fuhmiffion  humbly  yields  to  the  will  of  Chrift  : 
gratitude  eyes  the  fupreme  benefactor  in  all  his  benefits 
and  bleffings,  and  traces  the  ftreams  to  their  fountain 
head,  the  uncircumfcribed  ocean  of  blelTednefs :  While 
hope  with  fixed  and  delighted  eye  beholds  the  delecta- 
ble regions  and  ineffable  glories  of  Immanuel's  land. 
Thus  the  true  believer  lives  to  Chrift,  as  he  lives  by 
thofe  divine  principles  which  in  their  exercife  tend  to 
Chrift  as  their  object. 

Secondly.  Sincere  Chriftians  live  to  their  Lord, 
as  they  endeavor  to  live  in  conformity  to  him  in  the 

courfe 
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courfe  of  their  lives.  For  as  they  fupremely  love  his 
perfon,  fo  they  love  his  laws  and  example,  in  which 
his  excellences  are  fet  in  a  very  (hiking  and  alluring 
light.  His  fyftem  of  laws,  that  ftandard  of  perfection, 
is  a  complete  and  mod  lovely  rule  of  du:y  •  which  he 
moft  amiably  exemplified,  fo  far  as  he  was  under  it,f 
?n  a  fhining  courfe  of  obedience,  without  the  lea  (I 
error  or  defect.  "  He  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs :-, 
always  did  thofe  things  that  pleafed  the  father :— was 
holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  feparate  from  fmners  :5>  and 
in  fpiritual  excellency  and  fublime  virtues,  was  "  higher 
than  the  heavens."  His  example  is  a  living  law  to  his 
followers,  by  which  they  fincerely  defire  to  be  ruled. 
They  chufe  to  write  after  that  divine  copyy  though 
after  all  their  attempts,  to  their  great  mortification, 
they  can  but  poorly  imitate  the  inexpreffible  beauties 
of  fo  matlerly  a  hand.  When  they  read  of  his  con- 
defcention  and  humility,  how  graceful  and  finking  do 
thefe  divine  beauties  appear  in  the  king  of  kings,  in 
connexion  with  his  glorious  majefiy  and  infinite  dignity  ! 
and  they  ardently  defire,  like  him,  to  be  meek  and 
Jowly  of  heart.  They  would  gladly  imitate  that  true 
greatnefs  of  mind  which  fo  eminently  appeared  in  the 
lowly  Jefus,  whereby  he  could  rife  fuperior  to  that 
low  pageantry  and  falfe  glitter  of  worldly  glory,  which 
fo  eafijy  captivates  and  engroffes  thevlow,  little  minds 
of  the  earth.  This  greatnefs  and  true  dignity  of  mind 
feems  to  be  an  emanation  from  the  father  of  fpirits ; 
however,  it  may  be  much  improved  by  an  acquaintance 
with  the  fuperior  objecls  and  enjoyments  of  the  upper 
World ;  efpecially  with  Chrift,  in  whom  the  glories  of 
heaven  are  collected  as  in  a  mirror.         „np    ,nrp 

LJ  £  y  OUT 

f  It  may  be  noted  here,  that  there  are  (brae  duties  which  we 
are  obliged  to  perform; — fu.chas  repentance  of  fin,  receiving 
Chrifr  as  our  favior,  and  other  duties  we  owe  him  as  our 
redeemer,  which  duties  were  not  incumbent  upon  him,  by 
reafon  of  his  dignity  and  ftate.  wherein  he  efTentially  differed 
from  us :  it  was  therefore  irapefubie  he  fliould  fst  us  as, 
example  of  thofe  duties. 
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"Devout  contemplations  and  affections  raife  and 
enlarge  the  mind;  they  bear  it  above  the  world; 
they  teach  us  comparatively  to  defpife  the  objects  of 
fenfe ;  and  blunt  the  edge  of  thofe  temptations  to  un- 
faithfnlnefs,  with  which  we  are  furrounded.  The 
knowledge  and  love  of  God  ;  a  friendmip  with  our 
maker ;  a  fenfe  of  his  prefence ;  the  hope  of  his  favor, 
and  the  light  of  his  countenance — compofe  the  foul ; 
regulate  inferior  appetites  and  paffions,  diffipate  fears, 
and  render  us  unmoved  by  thofe  things  that  flrike  fo 
ilrongiy,  and  agitate  fo  vehemently  the  fenfuai  mind." 

The  true  followers  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  in  a 
meafure,  imitate  him,  in  that  divine  meeknefs  and 
tranquility  of  mind,  that  (hone  in  him  beyond  a  paral- 
lel, amidfl  a  vafl  variety  of  lingular  trials  :  They 
would  poflefs  their  minds  in  patience,  amid  ft  all  their 
troubles  and  concerns,  viewing,  as  their  favior  did,  the 
hand  of  the  a!- wife  difpofer  of  events.  While  the 
men  of  this  world,  whofe  views  and  expectations  are 
unhappily  confined,  are  teazed  and  vexed  in  their  minds 
by  various  difappointments,  and  a  thoufand  little  trifling 
matters :  above  which,  the  true  chriilian,  acting  like 
himfelf,  rifes  with  a  noble  fuperiority.  Or  if,  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  his  mind  is  fuddenly  thrown  into 
an  unchrtflian  diforder,-  it  occaiions  unfeigned  grief, 
upon  calm  reflection,  that  he  unhappily  departed  fo  far 
from  his  Lord's  example. 

While  angry  difptitants  engaged  in  controversy 
opon  fame  capital  article  of  chriftianity,  not  governed 
by  that  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  with  unhallowed 
tongues  or  pens,  wrangle,  contend,  fiercely  contradict 
and  quarrel,  eagerly  prefling  to  their  aid  all  the  abidan- 
ces of  low  wit  and  bitter  rejection  :  and  in  their  rapid 
race  for  victory  and  fame,  unhappily  forget  that  they 
ksve  ht  behind  ihem> ■  hokor,  i n g e n u i t y,  can- 

DORj 
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DOR,  ARGUMENT,  CHRISTIANITY  and   GLORY  *— 

The  knowing  lively  chriftian  drops  a  tear  of  pity  ae 
the  pitiful  fight,  and  heaves  a  pious  groan  to  the  father 
of  lights,  that  any  of  the  race  of  his  intelligent,  im- 
mortal creatures  fhould  fo  far  forget  their  original ; 
wound  the  caufe  which  they  profeffedly  efpoufe  ;  and 
bafely  degrade  themfelves — by  fo  nearly  refembling  a 
race  of  marling,  rnifchievous  animals  that  can  make  no 
pretentions  to  moral  agency,  or  immortality.  The 
eminent  chriilian  keeps  a  fixed  eye  upon  the  ihining 
example  of  his  Lord,  and  eagerly  imitates  him,  who 
when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  fur- 
fered,  threatened  nor,  but  committed  himfelf  to  him 
that  judgeth  righteoufly.  ?Tis  undeniably  true  indeed 
that  the  good  man  may  have  an  exquifitely  keen  fen- 
fibility  of  the  abufes  he  may  fuffer,  .he  vile  ingrati- 
tude, and  difmgenuous  treatment  he  may  receive  from 
others,  and  the  reproach  and  contempt  that  may  mofl 
unjuftly  be  poured  upon  him.  Thefe  things  he  may 
mofl  fenfibly  feel,  and  innocently  too ;  but  governed  by 
piety  and  benevolence,  "  the  fervant  of  the  Lord  will 
not  flrive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men — patient,  in 
meeknefs  inftru&ing  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves."(/) 
A&uated  by  the  fpirit  of  ChriiT,  "  being  reviled  we 
blefs  ;  being  perfecuted  we  fuffer  it  :  being  defamed 
we  inrreat."^) 

In  pleading  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  efpoufing  the 
caufe  of  God,  and  confuting  the  affairs  of  his  church, 
while  fome  are  driven  by  an  unbridled  fury,  and  acled 
by  a  fiery  mifguided  zeal,— the  eminent  fervant  of  the 
Lordjike  him,  is  careful  to  deal  prudently,^)  efpecialiy 
in  matters  of  high  importance,  and  infinite  confequence. 
He  has  a  zeal,  but  'tis  according  to  knowledge  :  while 
his  heart  trembles  for  the  ark  of  God,  he  dares  not 
touch  it  with  too  rafn  a  hand,  left  an  avenging  judge 
fhould  finite  him  for  his  error. 

Nevertheless,' 
yf)  i  Tija£  ii.  ff,  z§.      {g)  f  Cer,  U.  ri,  I  £     {i)  Ifai.  Hi.  i  f. 
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Nevertheless,  in  imitation  of  his  favior,  he 
endeavors  to  proceed  with  unfhaken  courage  in  the 
way  of  apparent  duty  :  he  is  arm'd  With  invincible 
fortitude,  which  is  happily  attended  with  a  companio- 
nate, gentle,  benevolent  difpofnion  :  "This  will  temper 
our  fortitude  without  weakening  it :  this  will  prevent 
it  from  being  hardi  and  turbulent,  fierce  and  cruel  : 
and  will  correct  its  exertions  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that 
they  may  promote  peace  and  happinefs,  and  not  con- 
4uiion  and  mifery."  The  Lord's  fervant,  of  every 
condition  of  life,  (hould  be  of  an  intrepid  fpirit  in  the 
courfe  of  duty,  but  benevolent ;  "  ftrong  but  gentle  ; 
refolute,  and  yet  eafy  to  be  intreated.  A  bold  burning 
Fpirir,  un  tempered  with  the  raeeknefs  and  gentlenefs 
of  Chrift,  has  fhed  torrents  of  blood  in  the  pretended 
caufe  of  God."  The  true  chriflian,  in  obedience  to 
his  Lord's  command,  and  in  imitation  of  his  example, 
would  gladly  exercife  the  courage  of  the  lion,  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  ferpent,  the  gentle  meeknefs  of  the  lamb, 
and  the  fweec  innocence  of  the  dove. 

The  true  fervants  and  faithful  followers  of  Ghr ill 
imitate  him  who  is  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and 
true  witness,  in  whofe  heart  was  no  deceit, 
"  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth."  This  is 
one  of  the  characters  of  that  bieifed  fociety,  who  on 
Mount  Zion  follow  the  lamb  of  God,  that  in  their 
mouth  was  found  no  guile.  Ghriftians  below  are 
in  a  meafure  of  the  fame  fpirit  of  pious  2nd  generous 
iimplicity  and  godly  fmcerity,  with  their  fuperior  bre- 
thren above.  They  are  bitter  enemies  to  all  the 
unchrifiian  craftinefs  and  JJy  deceit  of  thofe  who  lie  in 
wait  to  deceive  :  that  generation  who  are  of  a  double 
heartland  a  double  tongue:  and  who,  under  fair  and 
phmlble  pretences,  are  purfuing  forae  clandeilioe 
fehos^e,  at  firft  dictated  by  the  grand  prince  of  fubnicy 

Q  and 
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and  deceit,  and  which  they  are  laboring  to  finifh,  in  the 
exerciie  of  that  wifdorn  that  comet h  from  beneath, 
which  is  earthly,  fenfual  and  deviliih.  True  faints 
belong  to  the  kingdom  of  truth.  They  exemplify  the 
religion  of  him,  who  is  the  way  and  the  truth,  the 
fupreme  lover,  the  divine  teacher,  the  patron,  and  king 
of  the  truth.  They  are  the  children  of  light,  and 
generouHy  abhor  all  the  fophiilry  of  deceit,  and  fubtil 
fchemes  of  darknefs ;  but  they  dearly  love,  and  juftly 
deferve  the  character  of  Ifraelites  indeed,  in  whom, 
there  is  no  guile.  They  willingly  buy  the  truth, 
though  at  a  dear  rate ;  but  will  not  fell  it  upon  any 
confederation.  ?Tis  true  indeed,  they  exercife  their 
prudence,  fkili,  and  addrefs,  in  their  christian  courfe. 
But  this  they  dos  either  to  vindicate  the  innocent,  or 
to  drip  vice  of  her  alluring  but  deceitful  charms;  to 
detect  the  fophiilry  of  error,  and  reprefent  chrifrianity 
ip  her  native  beauty  and  divine  glory;  but  no:  to  dif- 
guifethe  truth.  The  great  Apo&le  and  his  brethren, 
exulting  in  their  noble  funpiicity,  and  chriftian  fincericy* 
could  fay,  Si  We  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of 
diihooeily,  not  walking  in  crafiinefs,  nor  handling  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully;  but  by  manifeftation  of  the 
truth,  commending  ourfelves  to  every  man's  conscience 
iti  the  fight  of  God.'Y?)  And  all  true  chriftians,  of 
every  nation  and  age,  can  adopt  the  delightful  language 
oi  the  primitive  cbriflians.  "  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the 
teftimony  of  our  confeience,  that  in  fimplicity,  and  godly 
Sincerity,  not  with  flejhly  wifdorn,  but  by  the  grace  of 
God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the  wor!d."(i) 

The  true  faint  is  affimilated  to  his  Lord,  in  the  ex- 
ercife of.chriftian  companion  to  the  children  of  affliction, 
Thefe  tender  and  melting  emotions  of  humanity  are 
the  genuine  exercifes  of  true  frienddiip,  or  unfeigned 
benevolence  to  our  fellow  men  under  diftrefs.     Their 

farrows 
(0  3  Cor,  !?,  3.         it)  2  Cor,  t.  12. 
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forrows  touch  him  in  a  fenfible  parr,  and  draw  forth 
the  tear  of  fympathy.  He  loves  to  "  mourn  with  them 
that  mourn,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep."  Thus 
our  Lord  kindly  groaned  and  wept  with  mourners ; 
*  In  all  their  afflictions  he  was  affli&ed."  The  good 
man's  pity  is  not  an  empty  (how,  but  a  divine  reality  : 
He  is  apt  to  drop  a  word  of  comfort  to  footh  the  grief 
of  the  mourner;  and,  if  able,  to  open  his  hands  to 
relieve  the  poor.  If  rich,  wherever  he  goes  among 
the  abodes  of  the  needy,  he  makes  poverty  fmile.. 
Thus  the  great  favior  went  about  doing  good,  feeding 
the  hungry,  healing  the  fick,  and  pouring  words  of 
confolation,  an  healing  balm,  into  the  wounded  heart. 
The  good  man,  void  of  humanity  and  pity,  is  a  grand 
folecifm  in  theology, 

Ajle  there  fome  who  pretend  to  be  the  children  of 
God  the  father  of  mercy,  or  the  difciples  of  his  fon 
the  divine  pattern  of  goodnefs; — who  can  look  with 
an  evil  eye  upon  the  prosperity  of  their  neighbor, 
while  their  hearts  contract,  and  ficken  with  cankering 
envy,  as  they  behold  his  real  or  imaginary  advantages 
and  honors  furpafTmg  their  own  ;  and  their  counte- 
nances gather  palenefs  or  lour  with  fadnefs  at  the 
mortifying  profpect,  like  the  fading  moon  before  the 
increasing  fplendors  of  the  rifing  fun  ?  Unhappy, 
miftaken  mortals  !  how  extremely  unlike  to  the  man 
of  God,  or  difciple  of  the  beneficent  Jefus .!  Having 
received  from  his  Lord  a  fpirit  of  love,,  his  foul  is 
ennobled,  his  heart  is  enlarged.  His  generous,  benevo- 
lent bofom  expands  and  takes  in  the  town,  county, 
kingdom,  continent,  world,  and  even  future  ages ;  yes, 
even  God  fupreme  :  i.  e,  in  a  meafu.re  forgetful  of 
private  interefl,  he  rejoices  in  the  happinefs  of  all  men,, 
even  to  the  lateft  pofterity  ;  devoutly  w.ifhes  that  God 
may  be  glorified,  rejoices  that  he  is  fot  and  exults Jnt 
bis  felicity, 

C  a  Wheh 
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When  they  read  of  their  Lord's  heavenly  difpo- 
fition,  that  he  was  nobly  and  divinely  elevated  above 
all  the  obje&s  of  time  and  fenfe  :  often  afcending  to  his. 
father  upon  the  wings  of  a  mod  pure  and  fublime  de- 
votion,— herein  they  ardently  defire  to  imitate  hira  • 
that  while  their  Lord  continues  them  here  below,  their 
converfation  may  be  in  heaven ;  and  that,  like  their 
Lord  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation,  they  may  carry 
on  an  intercourse  with  their  heavenly  father.  Tho* 
they  may  not  afcend  to  heaven,  'till  their  pilgrimage 
is  ended,  yet  in  their  travel  towards  the  land  of  pro- 
mi  fe,  they  ardently  and  fuccefsfuUy  defire  fome  of  the 
chillers  of  it :  Thus  heaven,  in  a  nieafure,  defcends 
down  to  them,  Thus  they  conform  to  their  Lord, 
and  the  life  of  their  divine  Redeemer  is,  in  a  degree3 
copied  in  their  lives  :  So,  with  propriety,  they  may  be 
faid  to  live  to  the  Lord. 

Thirdly.  True  chridians  fmcerely  live  to  the 
Lord,  inafrnuch  as  they  live  as  his  devoted  fervants. 
«*  One  is  their  mailer,  even  Chrifi:."  To  him  they 
freely  afcribe  themfeives,  their  powers,  their  time,  and 
all  their  talents, — as  their  grand  and  fole  proprietor ; 
to  whole  hand  they  owe  their  being  and  redemption  ; 
on  whofe  hand  they  dill  depend  for  fupport  here,  and 
bleffednefs  hereafter.  They  are  affured  that  they  are 
under  the  mod  facred  bonds,  and  inviolable  obligations 
to  him;  and  that  he,  on  feveral  accounts,  has  an  una- 
lienable right  to  them,  to  order  and  direcl  as  he  pieafes. 
As  true  fervants  therefore  they  would  (hew  all  fidelity. 

Nor  is  their  obedience  forced,  but  chearfully  free. 
They  have  been  made  "  willing  in  the  day  of  his 
power."  He  has  given  them  an  adoring  edeem  of  his 
divine  wifdom.  His  glorious  excellency  has  keenly 
penetrated  their  fouls;  and  their  grateful  hearts  ex- 
pand and  mek  with  a  fenfe  of  his  bound lefs  condefcend- 
ing  goodaefs.     Their  hearts;  in  the  exercife  of  divine. 

freedom? 
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freedom,  united  to  him:  or  in  other  words,  they  were 
irrefiftibly  drawn  to  him,   by  a  fweet  moral- neceffity. 
"  They  gave  their  ownfelves  to  the  Lord,"(/)  being  di- 
vinely "  conftrained'\/?z)  by  fupreme  love  to  him,  and 
the  interefts  of  his  kingdom  :  and  in  his  condefcending 
goodnefs  he  gracioufly  accepted  their  humble  offering. 
They  acquiefce  in  the  infinite  fitnefs,  that  their  Lord, 
who  is  the  abfolute  ftandard  of  rectitude,  fheuld  behead 
over  ail  things  to  the  church,  and  fupreme  rector  of 
theuniverfe:  and  that  he,  with  an  unerring  hand,  in 
the  exercife  of  irrefiftible  power  and  exuberant  good- 
nefs, ftiould  direct  and  difpofe  all  the  affairs  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  empire.     Deeply  fenfible  of  their  abfolute  de- 
pendence upon  Ch rift  for  being,  fupport,  and  felicity  ; 
and  of  their  own  total  inefficiency  in  themfelves,  fe- 
parately  confidered,  to  anfwer  any  valuable  ends ; — they 
glory  in  their  connection,  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift  ; 
they  rely  upon  his  fuperior  wifdom,  truft  in  his  alfuffi- 
ciency,  and  are  chearfnlly  controuled  by  his  will :  and 
thus,  to  their  great  fatisfaction,  they  anfwer  ends  of 
high  importance  in  his  kingdom.     Deeply  fenfible  that 
they  are  wholly  the  Lord's  and  not  their  own,  they 
have  a  {hiking  conviction,  that   they  may  not  live  to, 
themfelves;  but  to  him  that  died  for  them, and  rofe 
again.   The  fervants  of  Chrift  chufe  to  have  no  wills  of 
their  own,  in  contradiftinclion  to  pus,  but  to  have  their 
wills  entirely  fwallowed  up  in  the  will  of  their  fupreme 
Lord.     They  chufe  to  make  his  will,  in  all  their  re- 
ligious conduct,  their  only  rule,  and  to  be  always  di- 
rected by  the  fovereign  nod  of  their  Lord  and  mafter. 
And  here  I  can  hardly  forbear  citing  the  words  of  an 
eminent  fervant  of  Chrift;  the  words  his  friends  found 
written  in  his  diary,  after  his  death.     "  I  have  been 
"  before  God,"   fays  that  holy  man,  "  and  have  given 
"  myfelf,  all  that  1  am  and  have  to  God,  fo  that  I  am 
"  not  in  any  refpect  my  own  :  I  can  challenge  no 

ts  right 
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"  right  in  myfelf :  I  can  challenge  no  right  in  this 
"  underfianding,  this  will,  thefe  affections  that  are  in 
"  me  :  neither  have  I  any  right  to  this  body,  or  any 
"  of  its  members:  no  right  to  this  tongue,  thefe 
"  hands  and  feet :  no  right  to  thefe  fenfes,  thefe  eyes, 
"  thefe  ears,  this  fmell  or  tafie.  I  have  given  myfelf 
«  clear  away,  and  have  not  retained  any  thing  as  my 

#  own.     I  have  been  to  God  this  morning,  and  told 

*  him,  that  I  gave  myfelf  wholly  to  him.  I  have 
"  given  every  power  to  him ;  fo  that  for  the  future 
"  I  will  challenge  no  right  in  myfelf,  in  any  refpeft. 
"  I  have  exprefly  promifed  him  •  and  do  now  promifc 
"  almighty  God,  that  by  his  grace,  I  will  not.  I  have 
"  this  morning  told  him,  that  I  did  take  him  for  my 
"  whole  portion  and  felicity,  not  looking  on  any  thing 
"  elfe  as  any  part  of  my  happinefs,  nor  a&ing  as  if  it 
"  were;  and  his  law  for  the  conftant  rule  of  my  obe- 
"  dience ;  and  would  fight  with  all  my  might  againfl 
"  the  world,  the  flefh  and  the  devil,  to  the  end  of  my 
*'  life,"- — &c.  Thus  wrote  that  excellent  man  of 
God.  And  according  to  this,  as  to  the  fum  of  it* 
at  times,  has  every  true  fervant  of  Chrifr.  a  heart  to, 
fay,  tho'  he  may  not  be  able  to  exprefs  himfelf  in  this 
ample  manner. 

This  particular  admits  of  great  enlargement,  bui 
the  prefent  time  will  not  permit  :— I  mud  there- 
fore pafs  on,  and  confult  brevity  in  the  various  parts 
that  remain.  We  have  hitherto,  in  our  meditations, 
piufued  the  pious  fervants  of  Ch rift  in  their  chrifliaa 
courfe,  and  with  pleafnre  furveyed  them  living  to  the 
Lord  :  Lei  us  now  take  a  fhort  view  of  them  juft  at 
the  clofe  of  life ;  or  in  the  hour  of  death, 

II.  The  true  fervants  of  Chriil,  in  the  exercifeof 
eminent  piety,  6\q  to  the  Lord — in  a  humble,  quiet 
fnbrniiTion  to  his  holy  will     ?Tis  their  free  choice,.. 

tha£ 
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that  their  Savior  fhould  order  for  them  that  important 
period  when  chey  fhould  exchange  this  world  for  a 
better,  time  lor  eternity.  Herein  they  give  glory  to 
the  Lord,  fweetly  acquiefcing  in  his  difpofing  will,  who 
has  fupported  and  led  them  all  their  life  long ;  and  in 
a  variety  of  changing fcenes  kindly  palled  before  them, 
while  acting  their  part  upon  the  ftage  of  life;  and  who 
has  gracioufly  ordered  all  their  comforts  and  trials  to 
refine  them  and  make  them  better, — they  humbly  de- 
fire  that  their  Lord  would  clofe  the  laft  folemn  fcenei 
at  that  moment  mod  agreable  to  his  pleafure. 

As  they  were  fent  by  him  on  a  holy  warfare  to 
fight  with  their  fpiritual  enemies;  and  having  through 
grace,  in  a  degree,  faithfully  fought  under  his  banner* 
and  obtained  the  victory  j  (o  his  entirely  fir,  that  he, 
when  he  fees  fit,  (nould  fign  their  releafe,  and  invite 
them  to  his  kingdom  of  glory:  and  they  chearfuliy 
fubmii  to  the  wifdom  of  their  great  leader  in  this 
weighty  affair.  They  obey  him  m  dying,  in  feme  re- 
fpecls,  as  he  obey'd  the  Facher:  in  imitation  of  him 
each  can  fay,  "  Not  my  will,"  O  Lord,  "but  thine 
be  done."  They  fo  love  their  favior,  that  in  com- 
parifon  of  him,  they  hate  their  own  eafe,  and  lives,  and 
gladly  refign  them  up  to  him,  Whether  he  fends  for 
them  in  profperity  or  adverfity,  while  riling  in  honor 
or  finking  into  the  contempt  of  the  world,  when  their 
Lord  fends  they  are  willing  to  obey. 

They  die  to  Chriil,  as  by  faith  they  commit  their 
departing  fpirits  to  Chrifr.  when  they  die.  Thus  Ste- 
phen, dying  in  full  affbraoceo^  the  alfnfSciency,  con- 
defcending  goodnefs,,  and  unfailing  faithfulnefs  of  his 
favior,  prayed  with  expiring  breath*  "  Lord  Jefus  re- 
ceive my  fpirit/?  As  they  lived  to  Chrifr.  in  a  firm 
reliance  upon  his  influence  and  aid*  fo  dying  they  con- 
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fide  in  his  unfailing  grace  and  love,  as  knowing  that 
HE  never  will  difappoint  their  trull. 

Dying  they  pafs  into  a  move,  perfect  union  to  Chriii, 
sad  glorify  him  ia  a  more  perfect  manner  :  and  in  this 
fenfe  they  die  to  Chriii.  The  true  believer  has  a 
twofold  union  with  Chrift,  a  relative  and  a  vital  union. 

The  relative  union  between  Chriii  and  his  faithful 
Followers  is  perfect  now  j  but  the  vital  union,  which 
coniifts  in  a  participation  of  the  nature,  life  and  graces 
of  Chrift,  is  very  imperfect  ia  the  prefent  (late ;  but 
it  fliall  be  perfect  in  heaven. 

While  the  faints  are  in  this  (late  of  imperfection, 
there  are  numerous  things  which  keep  them  at  a 
mournful  diitance  from  their  Lord  ; — as  grievous  re- 
mainders of  fin,  many  infirmities,  great  darknefs  and 
unbelief.  They  are  conformed  to  Chrifl  in  holinefs 
and  happmefs,  but  in  pan.  The  clog  of  the  fiefh, 
with  irs  various  fenfible  diforders,  is  an  unhappy  and 
vail  impediment.  But  in  heaven,  every  impediment 
to  the  molt  intimate  and  bieiTed  communion  (hall  be 
removed.  There,  the  views  of  their  Lord's  divine 
glories,  and  difpSays  of  his  endearing  love,  will  pene- 
trate and  elevare  their  hearts,  with  the  mod  Midi 
refined,  and  tranfporting  joys. 

Before  death,  they  never  lived  to  Chrift,  ia  that 
perfect  and  glorious  manner,  in  which  they  will  do  after 
death.  Here,  their  love  to  Chrifl  was  comparatively 
feeble;  there,  it  {hall  be  mighty,  it  fhaiil  (ill,  poffefs, 
and  divinely  ennoble  the  whole  foul  They  flia-i  be, 
as  it  were,  pure  flames  of  divine  Jove :  perfectly  active 
in  giving  praife  and  glory  to  Chrifl.  And  as  death  gives 
entrance  into  that  ftate  of  fuperior  holinefs  and  blefled- 
Defs,— well,  therefore  it  may  be  faid?  when  they  dk, 
they  die  to  the  Lord*  o 
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Some  faints  of  uncommon  attainments  in  cnjriftianity, 
die  to  the  Lord,  as  the  manner  of  their  death  h  emi- 
nently to  his  honor  and  glory.  When  we  behold,  ith 
pleafing  admiration,  an  exemplary  humility  j  achearful 
refignation  ;  a  noble  weanednefs  from  this  world;  a 
mind  divinely  exalted  above  all  it's  charms;  a  hn- 
tereued  and  nniverfal  benevolence;  a  fpirit  or  ehriftiah 
meeknefs  and  forgivenefs  of  enemies;  a  tranfeendent 
love  to  Chrid  ;  a  feraphic  piety  and  devotion  to  God  ; 
unquenchable  and  irrefiftable  defires  of  being  abfent 
from  the  body  and  pre  lent  with  the  Lord,  affoon  as 
may  be  mod  sgreable  to -his'  good  pleafure ;  a  joy  in 
God,  and  peace  in  believing,  brightoipg  in  the  dying 
eyes,  and  animating  the  fmiling  lips,  althpft  cold  by  the 
hand  of  death  ;  net  a  frantick  rapiure,.  but  a- quiet  cairn, 
a  fweetly  fedate  and  divinely  folemn  joy,  while  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  king  of  terrors——— 

These  graces,  happily  blended  in  the  fame  perfons* 
give  beholders  a  (Inking  evidence,  and  an  alluring  re- 
presentation of  the  beauty  and  reajky  of  the  chritiian 
religion  ;  and  of  the  grace  and  glory  pi  Qhrifi:  in  ci- 
ftin.^uifliJtig  fome  of  his  fervantS;  adorned  with  beauties 
and  graces,  not  their  own.— fo  as  10  exhibit  a  furprizing 
and  iiluftrious  image,  even  of  him;  who  is  the  Lord  of 
angels  and  men,  the  perfection  of  beauty  and  glory. 

Thus  having  meditated  a  little  upon  the  piety  and 
felicity  of  forae  peribns,-—  that  whether  they  live,  they 
live  to  the  Lord  ;  or  whether  they  die,  they  cue  to  the 
Lord- — ~-Lci  us  now  pais  on  a  ftep  farther, and  actend 
a  few  minutes  to  the  happy,  ccaiequence* 

III.  Whether  ihty  live  therefore,  or  die,  taey 
are  the  Lord's :  Or,  true  believers  are  his— living  and 
dying.      , 

D  Thst 
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They  are  the  Lord's,  as  they  are  in  a  union  to 
him,  living  and  dying.  The  divine  myftica!  union  be- 
tween Chrift  and  his  followers  is  vaiiouily  reprefented 
or  expreiTed  in  fcripture.  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  in  them, 
and  they  in  Chrift.  He  is  the  vine,  and  they  the 
branches :  He  is  the  head,  and  they  are  his  members : 
He  is  their  life :  And  the  fame  fpirit  that  dwells 
in  him,  dwells  alfo  in  ail  his  true  followers.  "  He 
that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirir."(/?)  Now 
this  union  which  begins  in  this  life,  fhall  continue  in- 
diflbluble  throughout  all  duration,  it  commences  at 
faving  converfion,  and  remains  through  ail  the  diffi- 
culties, perils  and  viciffitudes  of  life  :  when  the  bands 
of  nature  burft  afunder,  this  union  remains  entire, 
Death  indeed  diflblves  and  abolifhes  all  earthly  unions, 
relations  and  connections;  as  between  kings  and  their 
fubje£ls,  minifters  and  people,  hufbands  and  wives,  pa- 
rents and  children.  But  that  between  Chrift  and  his 
faithful  followers  knows  no  diilbluuon.  "  Whom  he  loves 
he  loves  to  the  end."  "  I  am  perfuaded,"  fays  holy 
Paul,  "  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things 
to  come,  nor  height  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 
fhall  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.7?(c)  To  the  fame  purpofe 
is  that  fubiime  and  reviving  language  of  God  to  his 
people,  "  The  mountains  (hall  depart,  and  the  hills- be 
removed,  but  my  kindnefs  fhall  not  depart  from  thee, 
neither  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed  from 
thee,  faith  the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  on  thee."(/>) 

True  believers  are  their  Lord's  living  and  dying, 
as  they  have  one  common  inrereft  and  end,  in  which 
their  aims  and  endeavors  center.  The  glory  of  Chrift 
and  his  people's  happinefs  wondrouily  coincide ;  or  they 
aremfeparably  united  and  blended  together:  His  glory 
and  their  felicity,  are  thus  united  by  him,  and  by  them. 

They 
{n)  fpor,  Ti.  57.     (?)  Ross,  vw    J?,  39      (f) .  I£h  li*    i&. 
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They  are  united  by  Chrift  himfelf,  inafmuch  as 
he  glorifies  himfelf  in  promoting  their  higheft  felicity : 
hereby  he  glorifies  his  divine  goodnefs  and  grace  :  he 
makes  them  divinely  happy  by  communicating  his  ful- 
nefs  to  them  :  but  this  divine  communication,  or  ema- 
nation of  his  fulnefs  to  his  beloved  creatures,  is  no 
other  than  a  difplay  of  his  glory  to  them.  Now  to 
difplay   his  glory,  is   to  glorify  himfelf. 

His  glory  and  their  holy  felicity,  is  alfo  united  by 
them  three  ways. — -They  behold  his  glory,  and  are 
happy.  drift's  true  difciples  ihall  be  ineffably  happy 
in  this,  that  they  ihall  be  where  he  is,  to  behold  his 
glory.  This  will  be  truly  a  gladdening  happifying 
fight,  far  beyond  all  expreffion.  In  this  the  fcripmres 
place  much  of  the  future  bleffcdnefs  of  the  godly,  the 
glory  of  God  difcovered  to  them.(^) 

Furthermore,  as  they  love  Chrift  fupremely, 
they  will  exceedingly  rejoice  that  he  is  glorified.  They 
are  f wallowed  up  in  the  love  of  Chrift  :  or,  their  hearts 
are  fo  united  to  him  and  his  interefts  by  a  fuperlative 
regard,  as  that  they  chiefly  place  their  own  happinefs 
in  his  honor,  glory  and  felicity :  Or,  a  {qu(c  that  He 
whom  they  fo  love  is  infinitely  glorious  and  bleffed, 
fills  them  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaclion  and  delight. 

Be  sid  e  s,  they  rejoice  that  they  are  the  inftrumems 
of  promoting  his  glory.  They  are  fenfible,  creatures 
cannot  be  more  worthily  employed  than  in  glorifying 
him,  who  is  infinitely  worthy  of  the  higheft  glory. 
And  it  is  to  them  an  unfpeakable  pleafure,  that  their 
fuprerae  Lord  is  well  pleafed  to  accept  their  free  will 
offering  at  their  hands :  yea  that  he  receives  it  with 
the  moft  gracious  approbation,  and  refpecl.  So  that 
their  happinefs  primarily  and  principally  refutts  from  a 
D  2  fighg 

(f)  Mat.  v.  S.     John  nil  24, 
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fight  of  God's  glory  and  excellency,  in  the  face  of 
ChrSll;  a  delight  in  his  glory  ;  a  gladnefs  that  he  is 
glorified ;  a  propenfity  to  magnify  and  exalt  him,  and 
a  delight  rhence  ariilri^  :— together  with  the  mani- 
feftarions  of  firs  favor.  Thus  his  glory  and  their  hap- 
pinefs  are  harmoniouily  united  and  infeparabiy  con- 
nected. In  this  fenfe  He  and  they  are  one  :  or  they 
are  his  living  and  dying  and  forever. 

It  may  farther,  perhaps,  be  worthy  of  notice,  that 
true  faints  are  the  Lord's  living  and  dying,  as  he  looks 
upon  them,  and  treats  them  as  his  fpecial  property, 
while  in  this  v^orld,  and  when  he  calls  them  out  of  it. 
He  delights  in  them  as  his  portion  and  peculiar  trea^ 
lure.  His  kind  and  watchful  providence  is  over  them 
continually  :  his  eye  and  his  heart  are  ever  upon  them. 
He  renderly  regards  them,  as  his  own  members.  That 
Which  was  (aid  or  God's  gracious  protection  of  Ifraei 
as  a  nation,  is  emphatically  verified  with  regard  to  every 
trm  Ifraelice,  or  real  famr.  "  The  Lord's  portion  is 
bis  people  :  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance  —  he  hd 
him  nhour,  he  inibucted  him.  be  kept  him  as  the  apple 
of  his  eye"(r)  And  that  addrefs  of  God  to  his  people 
is  remarkably  tenner,  (Zech.-ii,  8)  u  He  that  toacheih 
you  toucheth  the  apple -of  mine  eye."  Ch rift  gives 
hk  angels  a  charge  over  them  ail.  "  Are  they  not  all 
mi  ft'iri  ;  fpirits  lent  forth  to  minider  to  them  that 
fhaii  be  heirs  of  falvatibn  ?"  By  divine  order,  they 
officiate  as  a  convoy,  to  conduct  the  departing  fpirits 
c  ieyers  to  heavenly  glory.  Chrift  kindly  provides 
foi  :  sm  iving  aad^dyiBg:  and  even  their  ileeping  dufr 
is  precious  in  his  fighr.  And  when  their  fools  ac 
dea  h  arefafely  conveyed  to  him,  by  his  trufty-gnard, 
he  receives  them  with  joy,  *l  re*;  in  his  love,  rejoices 
over  them  with  ringing  :  (s)  u  and  cpnfe&s  their  names 
before  his  father,  and  before  his  angels."  And  they 
(S  enter  into  : he  joy  of  their  Lord."  -r 

(r)  Dent,  ixsii.  9,  10.     (/)  Zeph.  iii.  17. 
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If  after  what  has  been  already  faid,  any  (houM  be 
difpoied  to  make  an 

Enquiry.  Who  are  the  happy  perfons,  who  live 
and  die  to  the  Lord,  and  are  his  living  and  dying  ? 
To  this  enquiry  a  few  words  may  fufnee  by  way  of 

Answer.  All  true  chriftians,  in  fome  fenfe,  are 
the  happy  perfons.  As  they  all  are  divinely  renew'd; 
are  united  to  Chrift ;  are  parrakers  of  a  divine  nature, 
and  walk  in  newnefs  of  life  ;  and  are  kept  by  the  power 
of  God,  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

Among-  true  chriftians,  indeed,  there  is  a  wide 
difference.  Some  adorn  the  doctrine  of  -God  their 
favior,  far  better  than  others:  and  are  much  more 
exemplary  in  the  various  graces  and  virtues  of  che 
chriftian  life  than  mod  of  their  fellow  chriftians.  Some 
in  the  general  courfe  of  their  life  can  rejoice  in  mis 
Lord  and  joy  in  the  God  of  their  falvation—  and  "  walk 
in  the  light  of  his  countenance,"  while  others  '  walk 
in  darknefs  and  fee.no  light."  Yet  all  true  believers, 
who  having  fincerely  devoted  themfelves  to  God  thro* 
Chrift,  habitually  prefer  him  to  all  the  objects  of  lime 
and  kniQ,  and  walk  not' after  the  flefh,  but  after  the 
fpirit  ;  though  they*  compared  with,  fome  others,  are 
but  poor  weaklings  in  chriftianity,  yet  they  thro5  grsce 
ihall  finally  be  faved.         But 

Esp-ecially,  they  who  are  truly  eminent  for  their 
chriftian  graces,  and  labors  for  the  honor  of  Chrift, 
and  more  abundant  in  good  works,  they  in  a  more  ex- 
cellent manner  live  and  die  to  Chrift.  And  fuch  I 
have  had  much  in  ray  eye,  while  profecuting  this 
agreable  theme.  The  true  chriftian,  the  ftrongerhis 
faith  in  Chrift,  the  more  vigorous  and  warm  his  loTe 
Co  him;  exercifed.m  his  chriftian  courfe,  the  more  does 

he 
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he  live  to  his  Lord.  In  the  fame  proportion,  as  he  more 
refembles  Chrift  he  lives  to  him,  not  only  as  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  his  hem  are  more  holy,  ana  fo  more  pleafing 
to  Chrift;  but  alio  as  he  gives  him  more  honor  in  the 
fight  of  men.  He  whofe  light  fhioes  before  men,  with 
ihe  brig  h  reft,  hi  ft  re,  does  moft  honor  to  his  Lord,  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs,  from  whom  his  enlightening 
beams  were  borrowed.  They  who  excel  in  holinefs 
bring  forth  fruit  to  Chrift  in  a  more  excellent  manner 
than  others :  and  fo  are  eminently  his  difciples.  Agre- 
ably,  our  Lord  fays,  "  Herein  is  my  father  glorified, 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit  •,  fo  (hall  ye  be  my  dilciples." 

They  who  live  at  a  low  rate  in  religion,  live  but 
a  little  to  the  Lord  ;  either  to  the  glory  of  his  name 
or  the  honor  of  his  religion :  Yea,  fometimes,  they 
grievoufly  hurt  his  eaufe,  wound  his  intereft,  by  an 
imprudent,  irregular  conduct,  highly  unbecoming  their 
character.  And  as  they  are  but  low  in  religion,  fo 
their  religious  comforts  are  but  low.  As  their  faith, 
love,  and  devotednefs  to  the  Lord,  decay  and  languifh, 
fo  they  rejoice  but  little  in  the  God  of  their  falvation. 
Having,  but  very  uncertain  evidence  of  their  reconci- 
liation to  God,  they  can  enjoy  but  a  little  peace  from 
a  fenfe  of  his  pardoning  mercy. 

While  the  fruitful  chriftian  has  a  reviving  fenfe 
of  his  favior's  love,  to  whom  he  is  much  devoted,  and 
in  whom  he  rejoices  with  joy  unfpeakable;  the  lan- 
gui  filing  chriftian  is  likely  to  defpond  under  the  glooms 
of  doubt  and  fear,  with  trembling  apprehenfions  that 
he  Mill  remains  a  (hanger  to  Chrift  and  the  privileges 
of  pardon  and  fan£ification.(/)  > 

To  be  eminent  in  religion,  is  the  way  to  die  emi- 

.  nently   to  Chrift,  to  his  honor  and  glory :  to  die  as 

becomes  a  chriftian,  with  fvreet  ferenity,  and  quiet  re- 

figmuon 
(0  a  Pet.  I  8,  |. 
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fignation  to  his  Lord's  will :  with  divine  joy  in  his  beft- 
bdoved  ;  with  pfeafing  expectations  of  being  fopn  in 
the  prefence  of  his  Lord.  In  a  word,  this  is  the  way 
to  die  tull  of  glorious  hopes,  aod  chearing  prelibatioue 
of  everiading  blefTednefs. 

T^HIS  fruitful  fubjeft  will  afford  to  your  medi- 
A  tations  matter  in  abundance  for  an  ample 
IMPROVEMENT,  in  various  dodlrinal  and  practical 
inferences.  It  may  give  occafion  to  an  impartial  (c\t- 
examination,  as  it  exhibits  to  cur  view  feveral  critical 
rules  of  trial,  according  to  which  our  fpiritual  dare 
might  be- juftiy  determined.  Bat  thefe  things  mud  be 
waved  ;  otherwife  they  would  fwell  this  difcourfe  far 
beyond  due  limits.  What  now  remains  is  fomething 
by  way  of  addrefs  :  and  a  few7  directions,  if  time  per* 
mir,  (hall  conclude  this  difcourfe. 

First.  I  would  take  occafion  from  this  fubjecr,  to 
offer  an  addrefs  to  thofecf  this  affernbly,  who  are  in  a 
flue  of  unrenewed  nature,  who  have  been  lovers  of 
pieafure  more  than  lovers  of  God  ;  who  have  lived  to 
yourfelves-,  and  ferved  the  creature  rather  than  the 
creator,  who  is  over  all,  God  bieffed  forever.  Be 
perfuaded  not  to  red  fhcrt  of  that  edate,  in  which  you 
may  be  happy.  Give  up  yourfelves  to  the  Lord  in  ari 
everiading  covenant,  and  live  devoted  to  him.  Thus 
you  will  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  fervants  and 
children  ot  God,  which  inexpreffibly  furpafs  all  the 
enjoyments  of  the  princes  and  kings  oi  the  earth,  who 
ire  void  of  vital  piety. 

Consider,  That  they  who  are  the  Lord's  and  live 
devoted  to  him,  have,  the  befi  good,     lie  is  an  objecl 
fufficient  moil  agreably  to  engage  the    nnderftaodiog.i 
His  glorious  perfection?,  will  invice  to  the  mod  (ul 
and  delightful  CQQtesiplaiicfBS  thro'  the  ages  of  eternity. 
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There  is  enough  in  him  to  draw  forth,  and  completely 
to  fatisfy  all  the  defires  of  the  heart,  and  to  fill  every 
capacity  to  the  brim.  They  are  happy  as  they  live  to 
him,  die  to  him,  and  are  his  ;— his  fpoufe  ;  his  jewels, 
and  his  peculiar  treafure.  They  are  fo  his,  that  he  is 
theirs.  He  is  (heir  God,  and  they  are  his  people  : 
He  is  their  bridegroom,  and  they  are  his  bride  i  Be 
is  their  head  and  they  are  his  members  :  He  is  their 
crown  and  glory:  yea,  he  is  their  life.  •With  humble 
joy  they  may  fay  "  When  Chrift  who  is  our  life  fftall 
appear,  then  fljali  we  appear  with  him  in  glory." 

Moreover,  confider  what  has  been  hinted  under 
the  doctrine  (hews,  that  they  are  happy  even  in  adverfify. 
Other  kinds  of  good  or  happinefs,  fo  called,  are  not 
really  fufncient  to  yield  true  fatisfaction,  in  any  of  the 
circumdances  of  life.  Are  temporal  accommodations 
helpful  in  certain  circura fiance^  yet  there  are  other 
Situations,  in  which  the  greated  worldly  affluence  can 
contribute  little  or  no  contentment  to  the  envied  pof- 
feffor.  In  blooming  health,  if  a  man  can  obtain  com- 
fort and  fenfible  delights  from  his  richer:  ;— -what  alas! 
are  riches  able  to  do,  in  difheartening  and  racking  pains ! 
What  pleafure  can  the  mifer  take  in  his  thdufands  of 
gold  and  fiiver,  when  tick  unto  death  !  Then  thefairefl 
and  brighter!  temporal  profpects  vanifh,  and  nature 
wears  a  gloom  which  neither  wealth  nor  honors  are 
able  to  expel.  Bnt  they  who  are  united  to  Chrift 
in  the  firmed:  union,  a  union  that  nothing  can  diilblve 
—-they  have  what  is  fufficient  for  them.  For  in  life, 
in  all  the  variations  of  it,  in  all  its  gloomy  fcenes,  they 
are  the  Lord's.  Let  what  pains  foever  fetze  them  ; 
let  what  difficulties  foever  rife  before  them,  (till  they 
are  the  Lord's.  And  he  is  theirs.  Under  every  dif- 
ficulty, he  is  ftili  their  infinite,  unfailing  friend  :  and 
his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  are  ever  engaged  for  them,  to 
order  and  over  rule  all  things  for  their  bed  intcreft.(v) 

It 
(v)  Rom.  viii.  s2: 
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It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  true  chriftians  are, 
in  a  fenfe,  unchangeably  happy.  Whatever  changes  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence  may  befall  them  (as 
changes  they  may  expect  in  this  (late  of  change)  they 
are  happy,  for  they  are  dill  the  Lord's.  Whether 
they  enjoy  the  vigor  and  fprightlinefs  of  health,  or  Ian- 
guiih  under  ficknefs ;  whether  in  eafe,  or  pain  ;  whe- 
ther in  the  kind  fun-mine  of  profperity,  or  in  the  chil- 
ling florms  of  adverfity— they  are  happy,  for  they  are 
ftill  the  Lord's.  Whatever  winds  blow,  whatever  florins 
arife,  they  (land  firm  ;  for  they  are  founded  upon  a 
rock^  even  the  rock  of  ages,  which  is  infinitely  firmer 
than  the  pillars  of  heaven. 

Let  them  hear  ever  fo  awful  tidings  from  afar; 
tidings  of  the  moft  fearful  calamities  in  remote  parts  of 
the  earth,  they  need  not  fear.  BlefFed  with  an  aiTu- 
ranee,  "  that  God  is  their  refuge  and  flrengtb,  a  very 
prefent  help  in  trouble,"  they  may  chearfully  fing  with 
the  Pfalmift,  (w)  "  We  will  not  fear,  though  the  earth 
*  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into 
"  the  mid  ft  of  the  fea.  Though  the  waters  thereof 
"  rore  and  be  troubled,  though  the  mountains  (hake 
"  with  the  fwelling  thereof.''  Whatever  they  meet 
with  or  bear  of,  they  may  reft  fecure  in  this,  that  they 
are  ftill  the  Lord's,  atid  he  is  theirs  in  every  fuppofable 
commotion,  and  all  poffible  revolutions  in  the  earth, 
whether  nearer  home,  or  in  remoter  climes. 

And  if  they  mould  live  to  old  age,  and  go  through 
inany  tribulations,  they  have  abundant  reafon  for  con- 
tentment, becaiife  for  them  to  live,  is  Chrift.  Hovf 
is  it  poffible  a  man  mould  be  better  off  than  to  have,  an 
aiTured  and  infallible  promife,  that  all  things  (hall  work 
together  for  his  good  ?  What  need  has  he  of  fearing  a 
frll,  who  has  almighty  power  to  hold  him  up  ? 

E  A       TlU 

M  PfaleMm,  i,  %,  A 
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Tea,  mch  at  rimes  has  been  the  influence  of  true 
\ons  in  (bane  eminent  faints,  as  not  only  wondrouily 
v      :;btan  the   burden  of  affliction  in  times  of  fevere 
trial  ;  but  alfa  it  has  made  them   even  happy,  in  that 
y'mg  grcumihnce,    which  is  fo  dreaded  by  the  world 
io  general  :  death  has  wore  a  failing  afpeel,  coming  as 
a  s^ekonig  melleriger  of  Chrilt  to  do  a  kind  ofHce  to 
iopie,— io  releaie   them  from  all  fin  and  farrow. 
:      r  them  into  a  flare  of  complete   blelTednefs, 
sakaWe  hoiinefs  and  joy,     Seme  in  a  dying  hour, 
even  in  the  flarsnesof  martyrdom,  have  fmiled  chearful, 
fuog  melodious^  under  the  torturing  hand  of  perfe- 
cting cruelty  :  and  thus  they  reigned  triumphant  over 
he  power  of  the  enemy.     So  that  they  have  what 
i    .  -eHcient  for  them  in  life,  at  death,  and  after  death  ; 
far  £ L 1 1 1  :hev  are  the  Lord's.  Add  to  this 


1 


They  that  live  and  die  to  Chriir,  are  eternally 
I  a  heaven  ibsy  will  live  as  the  members  of 
::..,  who  has  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life.  The  glo- 
rious judge,  at  the  lad  day,  will  invite  them  to  "  inherit 
his  k  "   which   i?  a  "  kingdom  that  cannot  be 

r  ed  :5>  They  "  fiiafi  go  away  into  life  eternal."  He 
■vj;  gi^ethema  " crown of righteoufaefs/?  "of glory,'7 
«c  Q£ :....--_.       ,y     ^nj  tbey  plVi\\  «  be  ever  with   the 

Lond."     W<&r-e  there   the  leaft  ihaoow  of  a  peri" 

their  hippinefs*  tho'  ever  fo  ciilant,  it  would  furely  be 

an  allay  eves  to  celeftial  joys,  it  would  be  a  cloud  in  the 

upper  firmament,  and  darken  even  the  day  cf  heaven  : 

Nat   this  (ha.H   never  be.      They  (hal!  eternally  behold 

:'■  •:  ti  ;  inles.     The  pureil  and  fws 

raptures   of  l:\£   f?ia|]    eternally  rife  in   their  brealb, 

(hall  eternally  receive  returns  of  love :  greater 

$nd  brighter  they   cannot    defire.     Their  enjoyments 

:  fo  full,  fo  high,  fo  fweet,  fo  fc lie!,  io  exquilite, 

a  -        .■  dm&$  fliail  be  -         i  dj  lilkd.     Yea,  each 
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facility  and  power  (hall  be  moil  glo'rioully  and  hap 
employed.      Yet  they  never  (ball  be  cloyed  or  fe<i 
Their  appetites  forever  keen,  and  celei'lia!  dafosk 
ever  Anted  and  adequate  to  their  fpiiimal    appc 
And    perhaps    there   will  be  an   everluflimp;  v 
their  entertainments  and  joys :  and   an  eodJeft    pro- 
grellion  in  their  fcale  of  bleliednefn 

May  all  of  yon,  ray  friends,  wh'asre  out  cf  Cfer 
void  of  a  faving  interest  in  him,  be  perfuaded  to  con* 

fider  Oi  thefe   thing?,   io   forne   meg-Ssrer,  according  to 
their  weight — Think  of  the  happinefs  oi'  fuch  as 
in  Chriit,  by  a  relative  and  vital  union,   bejnr; 
'interefted  in  him,   and   the  bleilings  of  his  k'ftigd. 
Think  of  the   happy  condhicn   ycu  may  be  io,  if  ycu 
ever  come  to  live  to  the  Lord,  and  dk  to.  him,  b,  . 
his  in    the  covenant   of  grace. 

Is  ft  not  dedrable  that  ycu  ffapuld  be  in  titled  to  the 

bed  good,  a  good  that  is  alfufHcient  and  infinite  ?  Would 
it  not  be  Happy  for  you,  oh  fioners,  to  beiu  .  ]  j  ; 

to  be  his  fpoufe,  his  jewels,  and  his  peculiar  ireafure  r 

Is  it  not  very  defirahle  to  be  poKcfi  of  fbnneiuing 
to  fupport  you,  and  render  you  comfortable  and  hap- 
py in  ucknefs,  in  pain  and  adverfity,  as  well  as  hi 
prefperky  ? 

Consider,  is  it  not  worth  while  to  leek  e;mefUy 
for  that  happinefs,  that  will  nor  feave  you  while  you 
live,  nor  dden  you  when  ycu  come  to  die  ?  A  hap- 
pinefs that  wiij  be  your  companion  wiien  ycu  lie  donn. 
to  red,  and  when  you  arife  :  that  (hail  be  your  friend 
at  home,  and  go.  with  you  when  you  travel  abroao: 
that  Sail  add  a  peculiar  fweetnefs  and  reliuS  to  your 
health  and  prosperity,  when  you  enjoy  them  :  that 
:omfbrr,  fupport  and  chear  you  hi  'poverty,  fid;- 
E  2  ne-s 
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nefs  or  pain,  when  called  to  endure  them  :  thar  feaj] 
brighten  the  pleafant  and  agreable  fcenes  of  life,  and 
gild  the  gloomier  : — A  companion  that  {hall  anend 
you  thro5  the  dark  and  dreary  valley  of  the  (hadow 
of  death,  and  afford  you  light  and  joy :  and  that  (hall 
give  you  tranfporting  joys  to  eternity.  Such  a  com- 
panion is  frue  religion.  This  happinefs  will  be  yours 
if  you  truly  devote  yourfelves  to  the  Lord ;  and  follow 
them  who  thro5  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes. 

This  train  of  thoughts  has  led  me,  with  an  eafy 
tranfition,  to  take  notice  of  the  folemn  and  affecYmg: 
occafion  of  my  prefence  in  this  deik,  and  choice  of  this 
fubjecT:  for  your  prefent  entertainment— The  death  of 
that  amiable  perfon  and  pious  chriilian,  Mrs.  Phebe 
Parsons,  the  late  confort  of  your  reverend  Pailor  : 
which  is  not  only  an  awful  rebuke  of  heaven  upon 
him  and  his  bereaved  family  ;  but  alfo  upon  this  church 
and  congregation.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  perfon  may 
tenderly  affect  our  hearts :  Oh  !  may  it  fpiritually  pro- 
fit our  fouls. 

I  sincerely  confefs  indeed,  as  I  have  no  incli- 
nation, meanly  to  give  flattering  titles  to  the  living,  (o 
I  am  far  from  any  fondnefs  for  funeral  eulogiums,  uri- 
lefs  where  amiable  human  qualities,  or  divine  virtues 
have  been  eminent ;  when  the  honor  of  our  Lord, from 
^vhom  they  defcended ;  a  jufl  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  dead,  and  the  benefit  of  the  living,  evidently 
demand  them. 

Most  certainly,  it  would  have  been  extremely 
agreable  tome,  if  feme  other  perfon,  of  happier  talents 
than  I,  had  undertaken  this  office ;  tfao'  I  believe  it 
would  have  been  hard  to  have  found  any  mini  Her  un- 
der greater  obligations  to  yield  to  the  importunity  of 

'    •    "    "         *"  the 
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the  bereaved  family  than  lam,*  who  without  farther 
apology,  (hall  endeavor  to  pay  to  her  memory,  that 
tribute,  which  all  but  the  ignorant,  or  envious  will 
readily  allow  to  be  juftly  due  by  the  laws  of  trutl} 
and   gratitude. 

The  God  of  nature  was  pleafed  to  furnifh  her. 
with  mental  endowments  to  an  uncommon  degree. 
In  the  folidity  of  her  judgment  and  penetration  of 
mind,  (lie  (hone  fuperior  to  mod  of  her  fex :  in  can- 
vafEng  many  difficult  points,  (he  could  diftinguilh  with 
furprizing  clearnefs. 

For  r'eadinefs,  livelinefs  and  keennefs  of  w«t,  (he 
appeared  to  me  unrivall'd.  The  agreable  failles  of 
that  fecial  endowment  have  often  excited  my  efteem 
and  admiration.  Such  a  degree  of  penetration,  and 
agreable  fprightlinefs  feldom  meet  in  the  fame  perfon. 
Her  ingenious  friends  whom  (lie  favored  with  her 
letters,  can  teftify  with  what  correftnefs  and  fpirit^ 
with  what  inftruftive  folidity  and  elegant  vivacity  fhe 
could  write. 

Such 

*  t$  younger  life,  I  largely  experienced  the  pious  liberality  of 
Mr.  Parfcns,  before  his  removal  from  Lyme  ;  which  I  aoa 
free  gratefully  to  acknowledge  before  the  world.  He  en- 
couraged me  to  enter  upon  s  courfe  of  learning  j  be  was  as 
the  pains  of  fitting  me  for  college  ;  he  conferr'd  all  the  labor 
of  bis  initrueVions  upon  me,  as  a  gratuity  ;  came  under  bonds 
to  the  college  Reward  in  my  favor  ;  and  feveral  times  gene- 
roufly  contributed  to  my  affiflance  while  a  member  ci  college- 
when  if  unaffifted  I  muft  have  been  unable  to  defray  the 
expences  of  a  liberal  education. 

It  was  during  that  year,  when  I  was  fludytDg  the  languages 
at  his  houfe,  that  i  became  acquainted,  in  a  meafure,  with 
Mrs.  Parfonsjs  character  ;  tho'  my  acquaintance  has  heea 
further  improved,  by  the  many  agreable  interviews,  with 
which  divine  providence  has  Once  favor'd  me.  So  that  i 
cao  teftify  to  feveral  branches  of  fcer  chara&sr4  ivcm  per- 
ianal knowledge. 
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Such  was  her  courage  and  flrrrmefs  of  refolmion 
as  you  can  feldom  find  in  the  delicate  fek.  Oh  !  how 
valuable  fuch  qualities,  while  we  are  furrounded  with 
various  temptations  and  tumults  iu  this  ftate  of  trial. 

Her  indefatigable  induflry  in  the  affairs  of  her 
family  was  truly  remarkable.  When  I  have  been  think- 
ing of  her,  my  thoughts  have  often  been  fuddcnly  rapt 
sway  to  that  antient  example  of  induflry  which  Solo- 
mon gives  us  in  the  la  ft  chapter  of  his  proverbs.  In 
this,  confidering  her  Ration  in  life,  fome  have  thought: 
file  exceeded  proper  limits;  though  1  am  perfuaded, 
that  in  her  conduct  of  this  kind,  (lie  acled  upon  prin- 
ciple, or  was  governed  by  apprehended  duty.  If  we 
duly  confider  how  much  her  hands  were  ever  bufily 
employed,  and  her  mind  exercifed,  almoft  to  excefs,  for 
the  good  and  comfort  of  her  family,  and  fo  for  the 
intereil  of  the  congregation  ro  which  me  was  connected s 
«—'tis  not  a  little  furprizing  how  (lie  became  furnifeed 
with  fuch  unufual  acquirements. 

Her  knowledge  of  Gecpraphy  and  Hift-ory;  efpe- 
cially  her  critical  acquaintance  with  Church  hiflpry, 
was  truly  rare. 

Knowledge  in  Divinity  enters  deep  into  her  cha- 
racter.' Comparatively  but  few  of  her  lex,  I  believe, 
have  had  their  minds  more  enrich'd  with  that  treafure. 

She  was  favingly  renewed,  in  a  judgment  of  charity, 
many  years  ago  ;  but  was  diffident  of  herfelf.  She  was 
not  high-minded,  but  di(po(cd  to  fear.  Never  elated 
with  her  fpiritual  attainments,  (he  was  ever  afliamed 
they  were  fo  low  : — was  ever  inclined  to  think  other 
fchriffiahs  were  better  than  herfelf.  Though  (lie  has 
often  had  difquieting  doubts  or  her  good  efcate  ;  yet 
at  times  fuch  has  been  her  fight  and  fenfeof  -he  reality 
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and  glory  of  divine  things,  and  fuch  their  influence 
upon  her  heart,  as  that  (he  has  had  joy  and  peace  in 
believing. 

The  book  of  God  has  been  her  great  delight;  the 
fubject  of  her  frequent  meditation  :  from  this  fountain, 
(he  has  imbibed  knowledge  and  wifdom,  by  which  fhe 
apparently  excelled.  She  could,  upon  occafion,  with 
uncommon  readinefs,  cite  apt,  pertinent,  and  finking 
paifages  from  that  complete  treafure  of  divine  know- 
ledge; and  improve  them  to  remarkable  advantage. 

She  was  a  perfon  of  much  chriftian  fimplicity  and 
integrity  ;  of  an  upright,  fincere,  and  confeiencious  turn 
of  mind  :  a  bitter  enemy  K>  all  unchriftiap  craftinefs 
and  fly  deceit  ;  which  alas !  prevail  too  ranch  in  the 
world.  She  dearly  loved,  as  well  as  juftiy  deferved, 
the  character  of  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  in  whom  there  is 
no  guile. 

Though  (he  was  honorably  defcended.f  and  lived 
in  an  honorable  fhtion,  yet  file  could,  without  the  leaft 
felf-denial,  condefcend  to  the  aieaneft  of  the  human 
race.  Humblenefs  of  mind  was  very  peculiar  and  di- 
ftii)guiihiD.g  in  her  character.  The  glitter  of  earthly 
pomp,  and  pride  of  grandeur  had  no  charms  for  her. 
I  never  was  acquainted  with  any  one,  that  appeared 
lefs  attracted  or  moved  by  things  pf  this  nature  thanf 
ftie  was.  One  would  think  {he  was  a  total  flraager  to 
oflentation.  The  luperior  glories  of  the  upper  world 
eclipfe  the  vain-glories  of  this. 

She 

f  Her  fat] ':er  was  not  only  a  Gentleman  cf  great  vrsslch  :  but 
affc  «?2s  much  belcted  and  efteemfed  by  his  towo/tfrsn  and 
acq  t'rotance.  for  his  fuperioc  wtfdom  and  iategrtty';  Aod  for 
.:  \i-\x%,  was  one  of  the  jndges  of  the  Court.  Key  .  - 
i  riving  brother  'is,  ST fce  Hpaorabk  Mstthew  Grifvreld,  £fgj 
Dspuiy  Gofersof  cf  che  Cc'ony  cf  QQiksu&iQ&t. 
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She -was  poffeft  of  great  fenfibility  of  heart  :  W23 
much  acquainted  with  the  tender  and  delicate  emotions 
of  humanity  and  fympathy.  She  could  mourn  with 
them  that  mourned,  and  weep  with  them  that  wept. 
She  was  kind  and  charitable  to  the  poor :  though 
difpofed  to  conceal  her  obliging  deeds  of  this  kind,  as 
much  as  might  be  from  the  eye  of  the  world.  It  was 
enough  for  her  that  {he  pleafed  her  Lord,  and  cherifhed 
his  diftrefTed  members.  She  neither  needed,  nor  valued 
the  applaufe  of  the  giddy  multitude.  Tis  better  to 
hate  the  approbation  of  our  Lord,  than  worlds  for  our 
admirers. 

They  who  rofe  the  higheit  in  her  efteem,  were 
perfons  who  were  moil  knowing  and  exemplary  :  or  in 
other  words,  they  who  appeared  moft  nearly  to  referable 
her  divine  Redeemer. 

Some  weeks  before  her  death,  (he  had  a  fweet  and 
cheanng  fatisfa£Hon  of  her  faving  intereft  in  Chrif>, 
Which  remained  almoft.  uninterrupted  till  death  :  during 
this  period,  except  a  few  intervals,  (he  had  inch  divine 
and  reviving  views  of  the  glory  of  God,  fuch  a  fupreme 
love  to  her  favior  and  delight  in  him,  that  (he  ardently 
longyd  to  be  abfeut  from  die  body  and  prefent  with  the 
Lord,---:ha:  (lie  might  love  him,  glorify  and  enjoy 
him,  in  a  far  more  exalted  manner :  though  (lie  earneitly 
endeavor'd  to  be  quietly  fubmifilve,  and  was  in  a  happy 
degree  refigced  to  his  holy  will  as  to  the  time  of  her 
departure  hence. 

Thus,  as  we  have  abundant  reafon  to  believe,  fhe 
lived  to  the  Lord,  died  to  the  Lord,  and  is.  received  to 
that  inexprefiible  blefiedneis,  in  a  perfect  union  tcChrift 
and  communion  with  him; — a  clear  profpeel  of  which 
fo  remarkably  brightened  her  mind,  elevated  her  hopes, 
and  dvzx  fqnh  h:h  devout  and   irreuflible  defires^ 

which 
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which  nothing  could  faeisfy  but  the  fupreme  author 
and  object  of  her  pious  affections. 

This  brings  me  to  a 

SECOND  Address,  which  I  would  humbly  direct 
to  the  bereaved  Pastor,  the  firft  in  the  train  of  mour- 
ners, when  we,  but  two  days  ago,  followed  the  lifelefs 
remains  of  our  dear  departed  friend  to  the  houfe  ap- 
pointed for  all  living. 

Rev'd  Sir, 

On  this  folemn  occafion,  will  you  permit  me,  tho' 
once  your  pupil,  to  ftir  up  your  pure  mind  by  way  of 
remembrance,  in  few  words  ?  You  doubtlefs  have  a 
deep  and  lively  fenfe  that  the  fame  fupreme  fovereiga 
who  gave  his  dear  child  to  you  to  be  your  companion 
fo  long,  in  the  dearefl  of  human  ties,  has  at  length  takea 
her  away,  as.  you  doubt  nor,  to  the  more  immediate  and 
complete  enjoyment  of  himfelf.  And  he  is,  you  know, 
to  be  adored  and  bleffed  in  both — The  gift— -and  re- 
moval. God  had  an  undoubted  right  to  cut  off  that 
it  ream  of  comfort,  which,  through  his  goodnefs,  flowed 
xo  you  fo  long. 

God  is  not  only  the  fupreme  fovereign  and  abfolute 
proprietor  of  the  whole  univerfe ;  but  alfo  mod  holy, 
wife  and  gracious.  All  his  operations  are  according  to 
the  counfei  of  his  own  will  ;  always  to  fome  wife  and 
glorious  end  :  and  never  in  the  lead:  inconfident  with 
the  higher!  good  of  his  children.  On  the  contrary, 
**  every  thing  works  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God.??  This  difpenfation  therefore,  rightly  fur- 
veyed  and  improved,  however  grievous  for  the  prefenr, 
K  will  yield  to  you  the  peaceable  fruits  of  right  eoufnefs." 

F  Wr 
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We  naturally  rejoice  in  the  bJefTednefs  of  thofe  teg 
tenderly  love.  What  matter  of  fatisfaclion  then  to 
you,  Sir,  that  your  lare  companion,  who  has  left  this 
valley  of  tears,  is  taken  up,  as  you  believe,  tc  the  para- 
dife  of  God,  and  is  now  led  by  Chrift  to  fountains  of 
living  water,  his  kind  hand  having  wiped  away  all  tears 
from  her  eyes.  Is  (he  advanced  above  all  evil,-^- 
admitted  near  to  God  in  his  temple  above,— blefs'd 
■with  the  beatific  vifion — and  completely  transtorm'd 
into  the  image  of  him,  with  whom  (he  was  acquainted, 
and  loved  fupremely  here  below  ?  Is  (he  advanced  (we 
trull  (he  is)  to  far  higher  exercifes  of  the  divine  life, 
xo  nobler  and  fublimer  fervices  and  joys,  than  the  moft 
eminent  faints  on  this  fide  heaven  ?  JTis  (he  then  that 
lives  and  reigns — while  we  languish  and  die!  And  will 
you  mourn  for  her  ?  No  !  Dear  Sir,  you  cannot. 
But  you  mourn  for  your/elf  and  bereaved  children  / 
Tou  are  left  alone  !  You  are.  Alone  !  did  1  fay  ? 
You  are  not  alone.  He  that  fills  heaven  and  earth  is 
with  you.  The  head,  the  life,  the  comforter  and  guide 
of  the  church,  is  not  he  with  you,  to  fupport,  to  chear 
and  guide  ycu  to  glory  ? 

While  God  is  calling  his  children,  your  dear 
friends,  up  to  himfelf,  you  mud  fenfibly  feel  the  attrac- 
tive of  the  earth  leiTening,  and  lofing  their  hold  of 
you  ;  and  your  foul,  your  affections,  your  views,  drawn 
more  vigorouily  upward  to  the  church  of  the  ftrfl-born 
Id  heaven  ;  which  you  believe  has  received  late  additions 
from  your  dear  acquaintance.  Where  is  your  beloved 
friend  Little,  the  pious,  the  generous,  and  charitable 
Little, J  whom  God  lately  took  from  your  church  ? 

Where 

t  Mr.  Ebenezer  Little,  who  for  fome  years  had  been  a  ruling 
elder,  was  much  efteemed  for  his  pious  and  circumfpeel  life  ; 
Teas  retnarbabie  for  generous  hofpitalhy,  and  liberality  to 
the  poor  :  And  contributed  targe'y  towards  the  propagating 
£i  Q&riftiaaity  among  the  ind'foae.- 
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Where  is  that  eminent  man  of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitefield,  whom  God,  the  or  her  day,  took  from 
under  your  root'  ?  Where  is  your  beloved  Con  fort,  your 
other  felf,  whom  God  hasjuil  taken  from  your  bofom  ? 
Where,  but  in  that  fuperior  affembly,  to  which  you 
are  hafleping   as  fwiftly  as  time  can  move  ? 

Besides,  I  may  add  another  thought — Add—  ?. 
Bat  why  fliouldl  add  more—?  For  doubt  lefs  ycu  have 
happily  got  the  ftart  of  me,  in  thefe  and  nuny  more 
fentitnents,  better  conceived,  and  apter  applied,  in  your 
own  mind.— — - 

In  my 

THIRD   Address,  I  would  turn,  myfclf  to  the 
Gentlemen  and  young  Ladies,  children  of  the  deceafed. 

My  beloved  Brethren  and  Sifters,  (for  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  confider  m.yfelf  as  your  brother  in  tribulation) 
I  fmcerely  and  affectionately  fympathize  with  you,  un- 
der your  preffing  forrow.  Your  trial  is  great  to  lofe 
a  parent,  efpecially  fuch  a  pious,  kind  and  tender  pa- 
rent. God  honored  you  in  giving  you  fuch  a  con- 
nexion with  her.  And  as  fee  loved  you  as  herfelf, 
io  a  long  courfe  of  repeated  kinclnefs  ferved  to  unue 
and  cement  your  hearts  to  her  flill  the  clofer— fo  that 
the  parting  ftroke  mud  have  been  extremely  feveres< 
like  rending  the  Sefh  from  the  booe^  or  tearing  then 
heart  afunder. 

But  confider  the  Lord  has  done  it :  He  who  leat- 
you  the  bleffing  had  a  right  to  limit  the  duration  of  irs 
God  gave  you  fuch  a  purent  that  flie  might  be  yeur 
inftru&or  and  guide*  efpecially  in  younger  life*  Her 
voice  in  counfelling  and  directing  you  in  the  ways  of 
wifdom  was.  the  voice  c£  God  |  remember,  bow  yc% 
■?.  received  arid  improve. 

¥  $  If 
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If  you  rightly  improve  this  difpenfation,  it  will 
eventually  be  a  great  bleiTmg  :  Then  God  will  bring 
light  out  of  darknefs,  good  out  of  evil  to  you.  You 
have  abundant  encouragement  to  go  and  pour  out  your 
forrows  in  the  ear  of  him,  who  "  comforteth  thofe  that 
are  cad:  down."  He  has  graciously  fry  led  himfelf 
"  The  God  of  all  comfort  and  confoiation :"  And  if 
you  repair  to  him,  thro'  Chriff,  you  will  find  him  fo : 
You  will  receive  joy  and  peace  in  believing;  the  peace 
of  God  that  pafleth  all  underflanding:  and  if  you  poflefs 
that  peace,  "  tho'  forrowful  you  may  continue  always 
"  rejoicing." 

If  you  live  to  Chrifl:  through  grace,  you  will  find 
that  his  love  and  tendernefs  to  you  infinitely  furpafs  the 
kiadeil  affections  of  the  tendered  earthly  parent. 

God  grant  that  you  m3y  henceforth,  thro'  grace, 
make  religion  your  grand  bufmefs ;  that  "  whether  you 
live,  you  may  live  to  the  Lord,  or  whether  you  die, 
you  may  die  to  the  Lord.5' 

If  you  make  every  thing  fubfervient  to  God's  glory, 
he  will  make  every  thing  fubferve  your  intereft.  How 
happy  the  man  that  has  an  aflured  title  to  the  fpecial 
favor  ot  God  !  Is  he  not  happy  in  every  fimation  and 
feafon  of  life  ?  He  certainly  is !  Happy  under  afHiclion, 
"  happy  is  the  man  whom  the  Lord  correcleth."(.v) 
—  Happy  in  profperity,  for  that  is  a  fmile  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, the  candle  of  the  Lord  (hilling  upon  him— 
Happy  in  youth,  for  God  is  his  father  and  guide  of 
his  youth.— Happy  when  old,  for  God  is  the  flay  and 
fupport  of  his  age. — Happy  if  in  war,  for  the  caprain 
of  falvation  leads  him,  and  guards  him. — Happy  in 
peace,  for  then  his  Lord  in  love  makes  his  enemies  to 
be  at  peace  with  him.  —  Happy  in  ficknefs,*for  Chrifl 
his  bell-beloved,  watches  over  him  and  with  him  by 


(x)  Job  v.  17. 
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night  and  day;  and  in  covenant  favor  orders  theblefled 
event  —  Happy  in  health,  for  health,  that  fweerner 
of  life,  is  a  prefent  from  his  infinite  friend. — Happy 
in  life,  for  him  to  live  is  Chrift. — Happy  in  death,  for 
him  to  die  is  gain.— Happy  when  dead,  for  he  that 
fleeps  in  Jefus,  awakes  to  immortal  life. 

Oh!  may  each  of  yon  be  thus  happy,  by  a  devout 
farrender  of  yourfelf  to  Chrift,  and  by  a  full  afibrancc 
of  hope  !  Let  your  converfation  be  in  heaven.  What 
is  this  world  !  'Tis  but  a  gay  bubble,  a  fplendid  vanity, 
a  glittering  nothing  !  While  you  live  in  it,  live  happily 
above  it :  This  is  the  way  to  "  inherit  fuhfhnce"  and 
enjoy  "  true  riches." 

May  thofe  of  you,  my  friends,  who  have  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  t  raver  fed  the  great  deep,*  and  imported 
the  treafures  and  merchandize  of  foreign  climates,- — ■ 
may  you  find  that  li  the  merchandize  of  wifccra  is  bet- 
ter than  the  merchandize  of  filver,  and  the  gain  thereof 
than  fine  gold."  And  while  you  are  failing  over  the 
ftormy  and  tumultous  ocean  of  life,  may  you  e^er 
carefully  (leer  vour  courfe,  and  be  fafely  guide/3,  by 
the  compafs  of  divine  truth  ;  and  have  ever  at  hasd 
•*  the  anchor  of  hope,  which  is  both  fure  and  Headfaft  ;s* 
and  wafted  by  the  profperous  gales  of  heavenly  grace, 
may  you  daily  advance  nigher  and  nigher  the  better 
country,  that  is  far  off,  even  Immanuel's  land  ;  aed 
in  due  time  may  you  fafely  arrive  to  the  fair  haven  of 
evenafting  repofe  and  bleilednefs. 

May  each  of  the  bereaved  children,  from  whofc 

eyes  tears  of  forrow  trickle,  follow  the  example  cf  the 

dear  departed  fain r,  as  far  as  (he  followed  Chrift  :  and 

+  in 

*  Gapt.  Jonathan  Parfons,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Parfcas,  viho 
have  for  a  courfe  of  years  followed  the  fess^  and  performed 
a  number, of Voyages  to  r -smote  parts. 
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in  his  appointed  time,  may  you  all  be  received  to  that 
happier  world,  where  there  is  no  more  forrow.  There 
never  a  groan  of  anguifh  (hall  arife  from  the  hearrxever 
a  tear  of  grief  bedew  the  cheek.  There  may  you  en- 
joy your  dear  mother's  fociety  with  far  more  refin'd 
delight ;  than  ever  you  found  in  this  ftate  of  darknefs 
and  imperfection !  Here,  all  divine  graces  and  focial 
virtues  are  comparatively  low  and  languid :  There, 
they  ah  are  exerted  with  perfect  vigor,  as  well  €s  with 
the  mofr.  graceful  eafe,  and  mine  with  inexpreffible 
glory.  There,  reign  light,  love  and  joy  in  full  per- 
fection. There  may  you  enjoy  the  fweeter  and  iub- 
limer  friendfhip  of  that  dear  amiable  parent,  lately  taken 
from  your  bleeding  heart  !  There  may  you  enjoy  the 
fociety  of  the  church  of  the  firft-born  whofe  names 
are  written  in  heaven-  the  beatific  vifion  of  Jefus  the 
mediator  ;  and  of  God  the  judge  of  all  forever ! 

I  now  proceed  to  a 

FOURTH  Address,  which  I  would  direct  ta 
the  Church  of  Chrift  :  or,  to  all  thofe  here  prefenr= 
who  by  profeffion  and  vifibility  are  his  fervants  and 
followers.  Be  perfuaded  to  live  to  the  Lord  while 
you  live.  You  will  not  only  pray  for,  ti^.d  comfort 
your  afflicted  paftor  and  his  mourning  family ;  but  you 
will  be  alfo  careful  to  difcharge  every  duty  of  the 
chriftian.  life,  if  you  act  in  character.  Earneftiy  en- 
deavor to  be  eminent  in  holinefs.  See  to  it  that  you 
are  rooted  and  grounded  in  divine  love,  and  make  ad- 
vances in  that  heavenly  virtue.  "  Grow  in  grace." 
"  Be  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  If 
your  holinefs  ianguiihes,  your  corruptions  will  rife  and 
be  rampant.  Should  humility  decline,  pride  -will  ad- 
vance. As  meeknefs  fubfides,  a  fretful,  turbulent, 
furious  frame  of  fpirit  will  take  place.  The  lefs 
heavenly  and  devout  the  chridiin  is,  rlie  more  worldly 

and 
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and  vain  he  will  be.  The  lefs  benevolent  and  kindj 
the  more  felfiih  and  narrow.  In  a  word,  the  more 
unlike  to  Chrift  the  chiiftian  is,  the  more  he  will  re- 
ferable the  enemies  of  Chrift.       Therefore 

As  ever  you  value  the  honor  of  your  Lord,  and  your 
own  beft  interefts,  be  entirely  devoted  to  Chrift.  If 
through  weaknefs  of  grace  you  are  full  of  doubts  and 
fears  when  you  come  to  die  :  at  the  fame  time  Chrift 
will  receive  diftionor,  and  religion  a  wound  :  while  your 
own  foul  may  well  be  in  overwhelming  perplexity,  not 
knowing  whether  you  are  on  the  point  of  afcending  to 
everlafting  glory,  or  defcending,  alas  !  to  everlafting 
damnation. 

If  therefore  you  would  die  to  the  Lord,  rejoicing 
in  hope  of  his  glory,  adoring  his  excellency,  and  chear- 
fully  fubmitting  to  his  will  ;  and  if  you  would  recom- 
mend religion  to  others  on  your  dying  bed,  with  your 
expiring  breath  ; — live  to  the  Lord,  in  an  uninterrupted 
courfe  of  chriftbn  practice,  in  the  exercife  of  every 
heavenly  grace. 

Farther  to  excite  and  animate  you,  I  might  offer 
a  number  of  motives  or  inducements,  would  time  permit : 
bur  I  mud  only  hint  at  two,  and  that  with  much  brevity. 

Consider,  firir,  The  glory  of  God  and  honor  of 
Chrift,  is  the  grand  end  of  all  the  favors,  which  have 
been  conferr'd  upon  you.  ?Tis  the  ultimate  end  of 
your  being,  as  a  man,  and  as  a  chriftian.  "  God  hatri 
made  all  things  for  himfelf."  For  what  end  does  Godi 
new-form  his  people,  but  for  his  glory  ?  Accordingly 
he  fays,  "  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf ;  they 
ftiall  fliew  forth  my  praife."  For  what  did  he  redeent 
his  people  by  the  blood  of  his  fon,  but  "thafwe  fhculd 
ht  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  }"  Why  are 

w# 
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we  a  holy  priefthood,  but  that  "  we  might  offer  up  to 
God  fpiritual  facrifices"  continually  ?  Why  are  we  a 
peculiar  people,  but  that  we  might  {hew  forth  the 
praifes  of  him  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darknefs  into 
his  marvellous  light  ?  In  one  word,  What  are  all  the 
bleflings  of  nature,  providence,  and  grace  heaped  upon 
us  for  ?  Why  ?  fays  the  Apo{ile,(j')  "  All  things  are 
for  your  fakes,  that  the  abundant  grace  might  through 
the  thankfgiving  of  many,  redound  to  the  glory  of 
God."  Thus  the  christian  is  indifpenfably  obliged  to 
live  to  his  Lord,  as  his  very  being,  and  every  bleffing  he 
has  ever  received  were  for  this  important  end. 

Consider,  fecondly,  that  Chrift  lived  and  died  for 
you  ;  and  living  and  dying  gave  himfelf  y^  you.  How 
chearfully  then  ought  you  to  live  and  die  to  him  ? 
Were  his  labors  and  fufferings  for  you,  far  beyond  any 
parallel  ?  with  what  a  joyful  readinefs  ought  you  to  do 
that  little,  or  laffer  that  little,  which  he  requires  of  you! 

And  then  confider  the  great  fuperiority  of  Chrift 
above  you.  He  is  the  Lord  of  glory,  and  ycu  but  a 
Worm  of  the  duft.  He  is  the  fupreme  Lord  of  hea- 
ven; whereas  you  was  a  miferable  fmner.  Did 'this 
glorious,  this  infinite  Being  come  and  fulfer  for  ycu, 
in  the  exercife  of  tender  companion,  and  can  you  thick 
it  hard  to  undergo  fome  feif-denial  for  him  ! 

In  giving  yourfelf  to  Chrift,  and  devoung  your  life 
to  him,  you  will  but  give  him  what  is  his  own  already, 
or  what  he  has  an  undeniable  right  to ;  but  you  had 
no  right  to  Chrift,when  he  freely  gave  himfelf  for  yon, 

Jesus  Christ  .gave  himfelf,  he  lived  and  died  for 
you,  to  promote  your  greater!:  profit,  and  higheft  inte- 
reff ;  but  your  gvin^  and  devoting  yolfrfelf  to  him- in 
life  and  death,  wiil  not  be  to  his  prone,  but  eminently 
frr  your  own.  Hence 

[}J  2  Cor.  it.  t$i 
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Hence  what  uttfpeakable  obligations  to  devote 
^ourfelf,  your  life,  your  all  to  Chrifl  !  If  infinite  good- 
nefs  and  grace  can  oblige  you  ;— if  unparrallei'd  love 
£nd  condefcention, — if  peerlefs  beauty  and  excellency 
can  allure  you  ;-^-if  happinefs  inexpreffibly  fweet  id 
degree,  and  everlafting  in  duration,  can  animate  you, — 
fureiy  you  will  be  perfuaded  to  devote  yourfelf  entirely 
to  the  Lord,  living  and  dying,  and  forever. 

1  am  now  come  to  the 

FIFTH  and  laft  As  dress,  which  I  would  make 
to  the  whole  congregation  here  prefent. 

You  have  repeatedly  heard  that  folemn  voice  from 
heaven,  of  imnod  importance  to  all  the  living.  "  Ic 
is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die"—"  Dud:  thou  arc 
and  unto  dud  {halt  thou  return."  The  fame  folemn 
voice  we  have,  in  a  fenfe,  heard  repeatedly  to  re-echo, 
in  doleful  accents  from  the  gloomy  manfions  of  the 
dead.  We  ail  mud  foon  follow  our  dear  departed 
friends  to  the  land  of  filence,  and  take  our  lodgings 
in  the  dud.  This  we  all  mud  necelTarily  and  fpeedily 
do*  But  how  (hall  we  do  it  to  God's  honor,  and  our 
intereft  ?  This  is  indeed  a  quedion  of  utmod  impor- 
tance. I  would  therefore  invite  your  attention  a  few 
minutes  longer,  while  I  offer  a  few 

DIRECTIONS  how  to  die  well. 

Take  fpecial  care  that  you  do  not  live  fenfelefs 
and  fecure.  If  you  would  meet  the  bridegroom  with 
joy,  you  mud  not  {lumber  and  deep.  Maintain  a  proper 
fear  and  concern  now,  if  you  would  avoid  terror  and 
amazement  at  death.  See  that  ftupidity  does  not  grow 
upon  you  with  age,  as  is  the  cafe  with  a  vad  number. 
If  you  would  die  happily,  you  mud  fir  ft  be  fehilble, 
that  by  patttre  you  are  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  iips ;  thac 
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you  are  totally  unable  to  fave  yourfelf  :  and  that  you 
juftly  deferve  to  die  eternally. 

I?  you  would  die  well,  you  mud  be  favingly  united 
to  Chrid  the  Lord  of  life.  You  mud  be  renewed  in 
the  fpirit  of  your  mind,  born  of  the  Spirit,  quicken'd 
to  ;he  exereifes  of  a  divine  life.  You  mud  receive 
Chrjfl,  and  reft  upon  him  for  falvation.  He  mufl  be 
dearer  to  you  than  life.  For  you  to  live  mufl:  be  Chrid, 
as  ever  you  would  hope  to  have  death  your  gain. 

Take  heed  you  don't  red  in  quiet  indolence,  trud- 
shg  to  a  change  you  have  paded,  which  you  conceive 
to  be  faving  converfion.  To  red  in  a  firit  work,  and 
fecurely  to  quiet  yourfelves  id  that,  is  contrary  to  the 
example  and  advice  of  that  eminent  faint  and  great 
apodle  Paul,  who  in  an  addrefs  to  the  faints  at  Philippi, 
fays,  (z)  "  Brethren,  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  appre- 
hended :  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe 
things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto 
thofe  things  which  are  before,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrifi 
Jefus.  Let  us  therefore,  as  many  as  be  perfecl,  be 
thus  minded"— The  chridian  race  and  warfare  end 
not  but  wirh  life,  or  reafon.  None  but  fuch  as  hold 
out  to  the  end  (hull  be  hvcd.  "  Be  thou  faithful  un- 
to death,  and  Christ  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 
If  you  make  a  hope  of  your  faving  converfion  an  oc- 
cafion  of  your  being  more  remifs  and  indifferent  in 
the  duties  or  religion,  you  are  not  warranted  by  one 
paffage  of  the  bible,  but  forbid  and  reproved  by  the 
defign  and  drift  of  the  whole.  If  you  backflide,  and 
quiet  yourielf  with  a  pleating  delufive  dream  of  your 
being  in  a  Cms  of  grace,  and  fo  a  date  of  fafety,  no 
wonder,  if  horrors  fejze  you  at  deaths  and  never 
leave  you   to  eternity. 

Make 
(«)  Phil,  iii,   i|i  14;  5  5? 
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Make  Death  and  your  Judge  your  familiar  ac- 
quaintance. Meditate  much  upon  your  great  and  la  ft 
change.  Often  look  into  the  grave,  and  into  eternity, 
And  in  your  ferious  meditation  often  place  yourfeif 
upon  the  beds  of  the  dying.  See  that  you  know 
Chrift,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.  Be  not  fatis- 
fied  one  day,  without  communion  with  him  \  which  is5 
as  well  your  duty,  as  privilege. 

Get  your  heart  thoroughly  weaned  from  this 
world  while  you  continue  in  it.  We  are  natives  of 
this  world  ;  and  by  nature  cur  hearts  cleave  to  the 
duft.  As  tovaft  numbers,  alas!  their  final  feparation 
from  the  world  is  terrible,  like  burfling  afunder  the 
bands  of  nature  :  However,  ?tis  neceifary  that  we  are 
"  crucified  to  the  world,"—  "  die  to  it"  and  are  weaned 
from  it,  in  order  to  die  with  tranquility  and  joy, 

Earnestly  feek  that  you  may  live  in  a  realizing 
fenfe  of  heaven;  for  fuch  a  fenfe  may  excite  yon  rb 
live  as  "  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  on  the  earth,"  and 
make  you  chearfully  willing  to  leave  this  world.  Had 
we  a  realizing  fenfe  of  the  delights  of  Immanuel's 
land,  and  the  glories  of  his  kingdom,  and  our  title  to 
it,  we  ftiould  be  willing  to  leave  this  thorny  wilder- 
nefs.  ?Tis  becaufe  we  are  fo  far  unacquainted  with 
heaven,  and  our  hearts  fo  eftranged  to  the  delights  of 
it,  that  we  are  fo  fond  of  life. 

Rest  not  till  your  fouls  are  ferenely  fetled  in  a 
chriftian  calm ;  which  confifts  in  a  fubmiflion  to  God's 
will,  and  a  quietnefs  of  fpirit  towards  men.  Some  are 
of  this  happy  peaceable  temper,  and  fpend  much  of 
their  time  in  the  agreable  exercifes  of  it.  This  is  a 
hopeful  way  to  enjoy  peace  and  tranquility  at  death. 
A  difturbed  and  tumultuous  life  is  unhappy  and  uri- 
G  2  promifing. 
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promising.  He  that  fpends  his  day  of  life  in  dorms 
of  anger  and  rage,  or  care  and  ftrife,  cannot  expect  that 
the  evening  of  life  fbould  clpfe  with  an  agreahje  calm. 

Maintain"  a  pure  con fcience  tho'  it  coft  you  ever 
fo  dear.  Thro'  grace,  refolve  with  holy  Job  that 
Cl  your  heart  fhall  not  reproach  you  ,fo  long  as  you 
live."  If  you  live  in  the  allowed  indulgence  of  fin,  no 
wonder  if  it  terrifies  and  torments  you  at  death.  Hap- 
py,  if  at  the  hour  of  death,  you  can  fay  with  EJeze- 
kiah,  (a)  "  Remember  nqw,  O  Lord,  I  befeech  theq, 
tow  I  have  walked  before  thee  with  truth,  and  with  a 
perfect  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy 
fight :"  and  with  Paul,  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered, 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I  have  finiflied  my  courfe,  I  have  kept 
the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righte- 
ous judge  fhall  give  me  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  me 
only,  but  unto  all  them  alio  who  love  his  appearing.J,(A) 

Tolerate  no  hope  but  one  of  an  hojy  nature 
and  tendency,  which  Sows  from  true  faith.  A  chris- 
tian hope  in  God,  does  not  obflruft,  but  promote  fane- 
tification.  (c)  "  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  hiny 
purifies  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure." 

Rest  not  without  affu ranee  of  hope,  (d)  u  Where- 
fore the  rather,  Brethren,  give  all  diligence  to  make 
your  calling  and  election  fure  :  for  if  ye  do  thefe  things 
ye  (hall  never  fall  :  for  fa  an  entrance  (hail  be  mini- 
ilred  to  you  abundantly  into  the  everlafting  kingdom 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jefus  Chrift."  Anafiurance 
is  neceffary  in  order  to  finifh  our  courfe  with  joy.  4 
bare  uncertain  opinion  with  regard  to  that  on  which 
our  everlafiing  happinefs  depends,  is  not  Sufficient, 
'      '    ?i"  Be 

(*)  Ifai.  xxsviii.  3.     (£)  g  Tim.  if.  6,  7,  8.     (c)  1  Joh.  iii.  3. 
(d)  3  Pet.  i.  10,  ii* 
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Be  much  in  felf-examination  and  a&ion.  The  chief 
way  to  obtain  aiTurance  is  by  the  acts,  or  repeated 
exercife  of  grace  ;  fuch  as  faith,  virtue,  knowledge, 
temperance,  patience,  gpdlinefs,  brotherly-kindnefs, 
and  charity. "(if) 

Labor  to  do  much  good  while  you  live.  Advance 
the  honor  of  God  and  the  good  of  your  fellow-men, 
in  the  exercife  of  your  beft  endeavors.  Thus  you  will 
imitate  the  pious  and  benevolent  fpirits  of  heaven, 
who  praifed  God  and  faid,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the 
higheft,  on  earth  peace  and  good  will  towards  men." 
Abound  in  works  of  mercy  and  love,  as  God  has  given 
you  ability  :  Agreably  the  mefTengers  of  heaven  are  di- 
rected to  (f)  "  charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world, 
chat  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain 
riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy  :  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in 
goocl  works,ready  to  djftribute,  willing  to  communicate; 
laying  up  for  themfeives  a  good  foundation  againfl  the 
time  that  is  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal 
life." 

Live  in  the  exercife  of  true  godly  forrow.  A  life 
of  holy  mourning  is  a  hopefui  way  to  a  joyful  death, 
"  BlefTed  are  they  that  mourn  ;  for  they  fhali  be  com- 
fpned."  "  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing 
precious  feed,  fhali  doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing, 
bringing  his  {heaves  with  him." 

Finally,  Let  every  thing  be  done  without  delay, 
that  is  neceiFary  in  order  to  fmi&  your  courfe  with 
joy.  To  have  any  thing  to  do  at  death,  but  only  to 
die  to  the  Lord,  has  a  tendency  to  throw  the  foul  into 
an  unhappy  diforder.  Examine  with  care  what  duty 
you  leave  undone,  what  darling  fin  you  indulge;  and 
reform  immediately  whatever  is  amifs,  either  in  the 

temper 

'%  A  Pet,  i.  5,  6,  7,  8,  10.     (fj  1  Tin*.  T3,  17,  18,  i9, 
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temper  of  your  heart,  or  tenor  of  your  life :  In  this 
work  of  reformation,  exert  yonrfelf  with  all  your 
might,  in  a  diligent  attendance  upon  ail  fuitable  means, 
entirely  depending  upon  the  alfufliciency  of  God  thro5 
Chrift,  for  efficacious  influence.  Follow  thefe  direc- 
tions, and  be  happy  !  This  is  the  way  to  die  trium- 
phant ;  the  way  to  have  pleafant  and  chearing  profpects 
of  future  glory,  and  fome  reviving  prelibations  from 
the  river  of  God's  pleafure,  which  inceflantly  flows 
from  his  throne,  difraflng  immortal  joys  thro'  heaven. 
In  a  word,  this  is  the  way  to  poflefs  a  higher  manfion 
In  the  kingdom  of  glory,  forever  and  ever.    Amen! 


THE    END. 


